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The chances are, our doctors tell us, that 
one every four your employees 
(whether key executives, skilled workers, 
experienced secretaries valued clerks) 
will develop cancer some time their 
lives. What worse, many them may 
die needlessly, unless they know how 
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guard against it. help save the lives 
more your fellow-workers, call 
write our nearest office for information 
about free employee education pro- 
gram, geared your particular fac- 
tory office. 
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attitude once known nihilism vanished the 
late forties among the Western intelligentsia not 
long after the full implications contemporary 
political and technological totalitarianism sank ip, 
The sudden silence nihilism the very moment 
the ratification its worst predictions and 
hypotheses social actuality (though not social 
pretensions) rather strange. But this anomaly 
has received little attention, probably because 
our uncertainty whether mourning celebra- 
tion indicated. either order, even per- 
mitted? the missing nihilism dead alive? Did 
die naturally, meet with some sort foul play? 
Was “good” “evil” character; was “guilty” 
(so that have cause for alarm) “innocent” 
(so that there may wrong redressed)? 
These are some the questions which arise once 
overcome the natural indisposition inquire 
too closely into the removal disturbing elements 
from the scene. 


The supposed evil guilt nihilism may 
that attitude which adopted seems 
make life unendurable robbing all belief 
the benignity the cosmos and therefore also 
all personal security. The individual thus 
continuous, muscular-nervous tension (with vary- 
ing degrees awareness this condition) and 
consequently the absence faith cannot initiate 
perhaps sustain the spontaneous organismic 
emotions actions which are the sensations ac- 
companying the state known happiness free- 
dom. (Note that “freedom” thus biopsychic and 
not and cannot the attribute any idea 
institution; the confusion the latter with the 
former the basic one our time.) the aver- 
age person, dependent for faith upon the contem- 
porary structure belief, the nihilist rejection 
this structure seems self-evidently perverse and 
wicked. 

There are two other types reactions. One 
that the creative person who himself alienated 
from contemporary beliefs and values; can agree 
their negation, but only with the concomitant 
affirmation new set values which believes 
possible create. Thus him the situation 
total near-total disbelief created the nihilist 
himself should lose faith regenerative 
recreative power. The third type reaction may 
described pseudo-creative (for this reason 
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has confused entrapped many genuinely crea- 
tive people the past—and still does). also 
arises from the twentieth loss faith 
the entire structure society, but mislocates the 


” 


source this malaise (“blood poisoning,” “capital- 
encirclement”) the guilt evil some 
particular section the population, which then 
proceeds exterminate. Just because this delusion- 
procedure brings relief, but rather worsens 
the situation, necessary simultaneously 
forcibly repress any further manifestation nihil- 
ism (which would otherwise, the absence any 
genuine faith, truthfully Thus the totali- 
movements, which often enough the 
initial phase won the support genuine artists and 
others state nihilist disgust with the status 
quo, coming power were forced turn 
against these supporters (and vice-versa) admit 
failure. 

should now seen that totalitarianism not 
nihilist, but post-nihilist; represses disbelief 
favor one another vast system delusional 
which compels assént. The very 
violence and extent totalitarian efforts assert 
and compel belief are the measure its actual 
absence among the rulers (ironically enough, the 
people they torment may actually innocent 
this disbelief 

The position the nihilist thus only 
limited, psychologically unsophisticated sense the 
ultimate negation; and even there shall 
see has ambiguous function. For the essence 
erate any expression even consciousness 
apparently insoluble and intolerable situation 
social and intrapsychic) favor some abstract 
delusional situation, that the nihilist, opposi- 
tion this, the recall and expression the 
dreadful reality. thus occupies position both 
historically and ontogenetically 
tween the totalitarian and the bourgeois conscious- 
ness. From this point view was not nihilism 
itself but precisely its destruction intellectual 
force that signified the final dissolution European 
society and the beginning the reactive 
totalitarian phase. This will become clear only when 
try get deeper into the soul the nihilist 
phenomenon. 

was perhaps Dostoyevsky alone who under- 
stood that the provocative attitude the nihilist 
arose from last hope. total despair provoca- 
tion, anything else, pointless because can 
lead nothing: thereafter the human organism 


(short death madness) desensitizes itself and 
the despair ceases felt. The perpetual crises 
Dostoyevsky’s great novels consist the torment 
faith disbelief both the cosmic and inter- 
personal levels; hence the alternation wild hope 
and bottomless despair. The man true faith (e.g. 
Alyosha Myshkin) opposed the nihilist 
(the bourgeois, historically their predecessor, plays 
only minor part the drama) and struggles 
save his soul, power belief. The nihilist’s 
ambivalence love and hatred due the 
temptation faith (always the most ardent human 
wish) and the other hand fear recurrence 
that betrayal the powers that which made 
him nihilist the first place 


The rejection faith the nihilist sense 
only the recognition that has ceased exist: his 
exposure the sham has also the implied demand 
for the restoration the real thing. Ivan Karama- 
was primitive type nihilist, ontogenetically 
still close the creator type—later nihilists were 
unable express that implied demand all, be- 
cause the extremity suffering sooner later 
inhibits the power expression, and were even 
deny it. However, the problem with the creative 
type the restoration true faith and not (as with 
both bourgeois and totalitarian) the repression 
the nihilist vision. the creator, the latter reaction 
does not signify improvement, but worsening 
the psychological situation. For sees that 
what primarily involved repression the 
demand for real faith which the nihilist inversely 
expressing: repression there has been further 
loss faith, that the possibility that this demand 
could met. The creator thus placed un- 
enviable isolation from the existing cultural situa- 
tion, for his perception the falsity both bour- 
geois and totalitarian pseudo-affirmations seems 
put him the side mere defeatism, all the 
more when conceivably possible new solu- 
tion has emerged yet. Like “The Idiot” 
stuck with the belief something which does not 
exist actuality, but only possibility. 


nineteenth-century Europe, art became self- 


conscious its anomalous situation within the 


growing rigor mortis world rationalism and 
developed sort ghetto psychology. Lautreamont 
and Sade were isolated predecessors; the real 
beginning this tendency was probably with 
Baudelaire and his discovery Poe—that say 
the intrapsychic horrors which civilization had 
repressed. The premonitions these original avant- 
gardists seemed little artificial and unreal, though 
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shocking; they now seem equally unreal, but not 
shocking, because that effect they have been 
surpassed contemporary events, which have also 
pre-empted reality. 

Yet this separation the avantgarde from society 
was not itself desirable even the end 
viable thing. Had the social situation remained 
more less stable permanent true that the 
ghetto-situation might have gone existing in- 
definitely (as with the medieval Jews). But world 
rationalism was not stable situation, the con- 
trary highly dynamic one, whose nature dictated 
(through science, industrialization, social 
increasing pressure and impositions upon the bio- 
psychic integrity the individuals composing 
(with particular attention the naive, the emo- 
tional, the creative), short, upon the former 
mode life which was replacing. Impressionism, 
for example, was doomed along with its psycho- 
genesis: this dazzling vision the beauty all 
the girls and foliage left the nooks and crannies 
industrialization could not survive the entry 
the leaders human consciousness into the 
totalitarian phase: even though thereafter women, 
trees, fields still existed, they had lost their con- 
viction. The desperate, collaborationist, anti-im- 
pressionist acceptance the destructive power 
meant that where art, though aware its isolation 
within society, had believed had place and 
function this very respect, had been driven 
doubt this too. The cubist and especially futurist 
pictures offer blackboard demonstration the 
invasion the artist mechanical rigidity: 
the other hand, the artistic function temporarily 
and relevantly continued. 


But the general catastrophe first 
irrefutable demonstration the ominous realities 
underlying even this equi- 
vocal attitude the scientific-industrial occupa- 
tion forces. Russian nihilism had never looked upon 
art sanctuary and therefore (as with Dostoyev- 
sky) was early forced totalitarian crisis. But 
that unique contribution the French cultural 
history (later exported other countries, reaching 
America the twentieth century, and even now 
retaining certain universal prestige) was just this 
conception art priceless function which must, 
could, and should exist isolation from and often 
opposition the rest society. 

have perceived that this 
liant though was, could not last forever, just 
because its avantgarde vitality would force to- 
ward attempt new solution for problem 


growing increasingly worse. But since art seemed 
powerless affect this totalistic crisis began 
seem pointless anything but the academic 
sense—i.e. function dependent upon and 
servient non-creative and anti-organic society. 
Though this sense (then now) became the pre- 
valent one, the genuine artist could not accept 
And could not reject either without omi- 
nous consequence which only the Dadaists were 
willing face. This was final turning against 
the French tradition eternal but fruitful 
separation art from anti-creative rationalist so- 
ciety, favor position now becoming identical 
with Russian totalistic nihilism. the rejection 
the false and the struggle for the creative had led 
loss faith not only Western civilization 
but also all those elements actually apparently 
striving toward amelioration revolution, and this 
corrosive doubt, especially all living religions 
had collapsed, was bound the end reach the 
supposed inviolable sanctuary art. This sanctuary 
was also that the human soul, and there was 
then other. 


seemed longer possible make any sense 
out life, and was the horror this situation 
that the Dada movement tried communicate. 
This was the situation which gave their chaotic 
“art” its peculiar quality: was not really art since 
art cannot arise the absence some irreducible 
quantity faith; but the other hand was 
paradoxically closer the true situation than that 
work which did manage get created regardless 
its abstract value. had this respect, like 
impressionism, become academic. 


Here the more profound attachment art con- 
sisted precisely the power negate when its 
application had become meaningless. Here some- 
thing marvel at, here something for the Master 
Irony! But the Dadaists accepted this necessity 
without evasion, knowing that meant the 
destruction their own artistic power, for only 
garbage and not art can created the absence 
faith which they were forced relinquish 
order stay contact with the actuality—it 
was Theseus had seen Adriane’s thread come 
end before the Minotaur was sighted. And 
yet they went on, out the only hope remaining 
them, the efficacy their own disaster; which 
efficacy doubt turn might have yet saved 
them. 

The deliberate reduction all form value 
the meaningless was the guiding principle Dada: 
applied, there resulted what might called ars 
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interruptus. The reading play Shakespeare, 
for instance, would drowned out the ringing 
bells; periodical would published with 
blank pages only; toilet bowl would solemnly 
entered exhibition sculpture. painting, 
plastic forms would destroyed the introduc- 
tion mechanical images even objects: chaotic 
collages sometimes involved printed words—the 
functional antithesis visual experience—and this 
became modernist cliche. “Poems” were written 
which were mere lists objects even the 
letters the alphabet (this latter production 
Aragon expressed the complete paralysis crea- 
tion before pedagogy All these meant the imposi- 
tion the will anti-organic environment 
upon the human soul cruel and watchful 
interruption all the beginnings sincere ex- 
pression. 


Here there should denoted the different types 
response Dada. was doubt mainly the 
devotees the more conventional, now academic 
types art who rioted the Dada exhibitions: 
these found unbearable and unbelievable the 
reduction art the meaningless. These less 
sophisticated people had not yet recognized 
accepted the direction which Western civiliza- 
tion was moving. This main body was only 
catch with the avantgarde this degree 
sophistication (or loss faith) some years later, 
the totalitarian movements. Initially, however, 
this violent rejection, rioting and police interven- 
tion served protect the bourgeois ego, but the 
cost awareness social disease—and for this 
temporary anesthesia millions were later pay 
wars, purges, and gas chambers. The totalitarian 
ideocrat, unlike the artist, was refuse admit 
his own despair his purely mechanical 
ego-strength knowing other value but its own 
sional enemies, destroy there. 


The second type reaction was that those 
nihilists who enjoyed the spectacle the crushing 
art, the hope the creative spirit, and often 
enough encouraged even financed those artists 
who could give them this reaction 
which the artists themselves noted with more 
less disquietude. For was not this sinister accept- 
ance his work that the Dadaist really desired, 
but the opposite, its rejection; 
hoped provoke the revulsion 
counterforce evil and falsity which had 
assumed must still exist somewhere men, society, 
the Gods the cosmos, and thereby force the 


restoration the faith. Blasphemy always 
appeal for this restoration and such means that 
some hope remains. The really complete despair 
cannot express finally even feel itself all. The 
artists could not believe that there did not exist 
somewhere people forces which would respond 
Dada provocation with effective countermeas- 
ures. But the imagined benign and potent coun- 
terforce did not exist. Hannah Arendt’s fine 
phrase, Origins Totalitarianism, “The avant- 
garde not know that they were running their 
heads not against walls but against open doors.” 
They saw that there was creative response 
their appeal, that their hypothesis total nega- 
tion was indeed the truth. the expression 
this meaninglessness became horrid too. 


Some prominent Dadaists went insane; others 
committed suicide—the inimitable Jacques Vache 
was and take unwary friend along with 
him final Dada joke. Others diverted the shock 
into the turbines abstract surrealist theories. 
Many the latter were eventually and logically 
land the Communist Party. All these re- 
actions had substantially the same meaning: the 
beginning the post-nihilist era which has its 
basis the masking individual biopsychic despair 
abstract social delusions. 


our century the very existence art for this 
reason has been called question the vast 
totalitarian powers created every area life 
rationalist megalomania. Long before this proc- 
ess found its political expression was perceived 
the Dadaists, and their particular mode 
reaction, however worthless may appear form- 
alist aesthetic criteria, painfully relevant now 
was then. Those concerned with social affairs 
must learn sometime that there substitute for 
the prescience the artist. Where that absent 
rational calculation has proven worse than useless. 


this bitter Thermopylae art, the Dadaist 
warning that art itself could longer taken 
for granted might have been couched para- 
phrase Nietzche: “Could possible! This old 
fool the academy hath not yet heard it, that 
Art dead!” This what Duchamp was saying 
when painted moustache the Mona Lisa 
(among things mythological and psychoanalytic 
and those who decry this act don’t know 
what integrity is. sort integrity, moreover, 
followed the consequences its crushing 
defeat: lifetimes creative silence, that there 
would nothing show for this inflexible loyalty 
but apparent total ruin. “Behold, putteth 
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trust his servants, and his angels hath charged 
with folly.” 


“Gentlemen, joking, and know myself 
jokes are not brilliant, but you know you 
can’t take everything joke. am, perhaps, 
joking against the grain. Gentlemen, tor- 
mented questions, answer them for me.” 

Feodor Dostoyevsky 


Did Dostoyevsky libel the Russian social rational- 
ists and reformists, the liberals and socialists, 
intentionally otherwise confounding them with 
criminals and nihilists? Certainly this has been 
theme Dostoyevsky criticism from that time 
the present day. was this “confusion” some 
way the insight genius?—a possibility suggested 
the world by, among other Communist phenom- 
ena, the Moscow Trials the thirties, and which 
since then has been hovering the background 
the manner Hamlet’s Ghost. Though difficult 
reject, has been even more difficult accept 
—critical attention shifted hastily Henry James 
and still later nothing all. There has been 
serious attempt learn from Dostoyevsky 
more than decade. (It interesting hear that 
limited “rehabilitation” Dostoyevsky has recent- 
taken place Russia, simultaneously with the 
exposure Stalin. 

The problem what way the vision Dos- 
toyevsky true. The liberals and socialists, now 
then, indignantly denied that they were actually 
criminals and nihilists—on the contrary! they re- 
torted, who wish bring about rational 
order. How reconcile this defense with our 
feeling Dostoyevsky’s terrible persuasiveness? 

can so, believe, once grasp the layer- 
construction the human biopsyche, and the 
peculiar ability the rational and abstract level 
superimpose itself upon and replace modes 
feeling. Thus Dostoyevsky’s accusation nihilism, 
like Kierkegaard’s accusation the absence real 
faith, was directed not toward that which was 
evident and expressed the rational surface layer, 
but toward the deeper and hidden emotional con- 
dition. This, however, just what the rationalists 
had succeeded repressing and therefore rela- 
tively good conscience could deny. They did not 
understand, however, did, that this 
repression nihilism left only more deeply 
rooted, and historically and characterologically did 
not mean the restoration 
ism not faith—but further step away from it. 

The vast and compulsive repression ni- 
hilism favor abstract pseudo-affirmations 
(while it, course, continues exist sub-surface 
the psychological and philosophical essence 


the totalitarian phenomena and the post-nihilist 
era which live. the Anglo-Saxon world for 
the past decade the neo-bourgeois 
tive trend has been strongly against any suggestion 
that the fundamental order things not sound 
(just because obviously isn’t): this 
times oddly combined with “sociological” insights 
into its emptiness. The latter possible 
comitance with the former because the sociology 
remains purely non-purposive intellectual. 
not nihilist because there longer available 
nihilism’s sense concern, its belief the 
efficacy disbelief. Today this absent. Contem- 
porary sociological criticism “dissent” mean- 
ingless, not because its theses are not occasionally 
valid, but because doesn’t really care. only 
the intellectual “understanding” sense rational 
virtue that desired, and not freedom, which 
quite something else. 


The psychological insights Dostoyevsky have 
been practically lost far the present situation 
concerned; feel cannot make use them. 
The repressed nihilism the Soviet leaders (or 
certain colonial “nationalists”) which 
sky would have perceived single glance, 
now except for occasional crude blunder veiled 
from the consciousness the world. The millions 
people who applaud those confident tours are 
aware that this leadership has fact the authorita- 
tive grasp the human condition and stands be- 
tween them and the cosmos—just once Stalin 
himself (at who knows what personal cost?) stood 
between the Central Committee and awareness 
the cosmic failure the Russian Revolution. The 
vast majority men ask only permitted 
believe the benignity this cosmos. But this 
the leadership itself has long ceased believe 
in; and has been forced therefore make what 
one might call almost heroic efforts master its 
rising anxiety through either internal external 
repression. the magnitude the world psy- 
chological disaster which inhibits 
reaction: too much our own mode life 
implicated. 


Similarly, the disappearance anything which 
could called avantgarde the post-nihilist 
era due the fact that all the cosmic, holistic 
problems are now tacitly felt insoluble and 
best left alone. There longer body people 
devoted the genesis and dissemination in- 
novation, for the new unforseen configuration, 
which solves problem real concern and there- 
fore exciting. 
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This frustration the creative, the 


function would naturally engender nihilist reactions 
these were not repressed. This pacification has 
been carried out the last ten fifteen years 
the former avantgarde ideocracy, process psy- 
equivalent the Stalinist development 
after the failure the revolution. both cases 
the repression nihilist sentiments makes quite 
impossible for the true situation underlying the 
pseudo-affirmations contacted. The drift 
toward increasing resignation and apathy. 


But the nihilisms excluded from ideocracy 
now too resigned and anti-creative allow them 
expression have recent years found subter- 
ranean route and emerged that vulgar and 
despised medium, the comic-book. This “return 
the repressed” took place fauvist “lampoon” 
(EH!, PANIC, WILD, RIOT, CRAZY, 
BUGHOUSE etc. From this melee the publication 
called MAD was emerge victorious both com- 
mercially and critically, acknowledged the most 
sophisticated and skillful exponent the new 
from now aggravated Bergsonian sense humor 
“something mechanical encrusted 
and continuing where the brilliant Capp 
had begun fear tread. Though the medium 
the pictorial strip began humor, know, 
eventually came used also and primarily 
for all versions the polytechnic popular culture. 
MAD the product evolution the latter 
which resembles that which traced previously 
“high” culture. The magazine edited intel- 
ligent men extremely sensitive the Zeitgeist, who 
happen the comic-book business. “All 
are constantly being bombarded particles 
misplaced schizophrenia,” Roger Price says half 
possibly three-quarters seriously his introduc- 
tion the first MAD paperback anthology. “MAD 
Literary Mutation which caused the 
tadiations which result from the splitting per- 
sonalities.” 

The split here between the conventionalities 
and the underlying emotional actualities which had 
previously found expression the Romantic phase 
the comic-book medium. These pre-fauvist comic 
books had managed give partial emotional 
telief spite of, coexistence with the split. This 
comparable Romantic bourgeois art before 
Baudelaire, springing from the evasion direct 
conflict. For the comic-book artist this meant the 


overt acceptance the conventional rules and 
values and perforce hypocrisy (as Legman’s 
Love and Death and other books the subject 
have pointed out). For example, the ostensible 
crime-comic theme, “Crime Pay”, only 
mask for temporary apostasy and enjoyment 
“criminal” feelings—and this rationalization tends 
wear thin and become difficult keep up. 
fact, MAD emerged the time increasing social 
pressure (or “radiations”) upon the comic-books 
(legal, medical and police) which was bound 
increase the dilemma and sense interior splitting 
the popular artist. 


Once this split has been perceived there are two 
possibilities: the resignation the artist, the 
repression the condemned emotions, or, instead 
this return some form the prior evasion, 
counter-attack upon the repressive values them- 
selves, including those forms art which, 
accepting ignoring the limits rationalist moral- 
ity, have themselves become repressive. 

The creation MAD was made possible 
rejection the first course, followed the bulk 
the comic books, which appointed censor and 
partially inhibited the product. This was the course 
socially approved and degree enacted into 
law. The other choice was counterattack. The 
defiant and mocking self-designation “MAD” meant 
that these comic-book artists were becoming aware 
their isolation: like the “hipsters” they became 
“underground” and thus refusing relinquish 
their creative function under pressure acquired 
integrity. 

This dangerous integrity, which led, shall 
see, recapitulation the Dada experience, 
naturally aroused anxiety and doubt: like that 
protected self-laceration. The biographical notes 
the creators “The MAD Reader” are charac- 
teristic: the editor, chewing gamely the lemon, 
says that “now sees what his ideals, his pur- 
poses, his goal should now understands what 
the most precious thing money”. 
Another the staff, seems, “is complete idiot. 
kept locked steel cage and gets paid 
raw beef.” All this may even some sense true 
(as equivalently for Dostoyevsky’s character), but 
from Plato Stalin, the virtue the artist never 
was, and above all not our time, the virtue 
the tribe. the Underground Man 
marks, “He would even risk his cakes and would 
deliberately desire the most fatal rubbish, the most 
uneconomical absurdity, simply introduce into 
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all this positive good sense his fatal fantastic ele- 
ment simply order prove himself—as 
though that were necessary—that men are still 
men and not the keys piano.” 


the stereotypes American popular culture 
and advertising there has probably never been 
more devastating attack than the campaign 
launched MAD some time 1952. Initially 
MAD concentrated its fire the Romantic acad- 
emy, its immediate predecessors, the comic-books 
conforming the myths, mores and stereotypes 
from which belief and vitality had drained. These 
are inexorably reduced absurdity the intro- 
duction reality appropriate (or inappropriate 
moments. 

every possible way, the popular Hero With 
Thousand Faces—he who can handle effectively 
human crises—is thwarted and ridiculed. His Wild 
West incarnation, the “Lone Stranger”, hearing 
trouble brewing somewhere the distance, leaps 
for Hiyo Golden standard operating procedure; 
however, the MAD version misses and lands 
his rear. Moodily trudges back camp 
(complete with swimming pool, yacht, and portable 
radio). starts get dinner (“This the life! 
Out here! Nature! Building campfire with rustic 
implements!”) The fire, though kindled ap- 
proved Boy Scout fashion, fails ignite. Coming 
back earth, the Stranger uses his cigarette lighter. 
Later put through burlesque stagecoach 
routine and the end, fleeing the plaudits the 
crowd, once more lands upon harsh reality instead 
his horse The contemporary hero the for- 
eign adventure, “Terry and the Pirates”, abruptly 
tosses his loyal sidekick the sharks and reveals 
that himself now and always has been 
pirate. The hero the future, “Flesh 
reaches the Promised Planet and overcomes the 
hawkmen, owlmen, rockmen, treemen, grassmen, 
only captured the “men-men” and thrown 
into the sacrificial arena, where will have 
meet some unknown monster. “What kind crea- 
ture lies behind that blood-stained oaken door? 
Could worse than the slime-oozing, knife- 
toothed zork? than the horny, many-clawed 
zorchton? than the palpitating, limb-ripping 
zilchtron? Gasp! can see now—worse than 
the zork, more terrible than the zorchton, more 
horrible than the zilchtron. It’s MAN!” 
this fashion MAD perhaps comes back the 
point, after its genocide the heroes. 

Something like the apogee this encyclopedic 
irreverence reached with the unprovoked on- 


slaught Pego, who had asked only live and 
let live the swamp—some MAD readers wrote 
later complain that this was really going too 
far and exceeded “the limits human decency’, 
any rate “Gopo Gossum” introduced with 
little philosophic conceit which might have beep 
drawn from Rousseau: “How why the heck 
the thing make animals act like and 
never the fashion make men act like animals 
—beats us.” Gopo returns from trip the big 
city sadly contaminated Progress. been think- 
ing How come our cousins living 
penthouses while living flea-bitten swamp? 
how come they got automobiles? ding, 
face it! ain’ big-time.” had conversed with 
his sophisticated relatives and they had advised 
him accept the realities modern society and 
abandon the backward mores the swamp. “We 
got fool around with real politics like the Dixon- 
Yates Sparked the enlightened Gopo, 
the political education the swamp creatures then 
gets underway breakneck pace, despite the 
warnings the swamp’s Cassandra, the little tad- 
pole: “Oh, please don’ messin’ with 
politics! Don’t looking for trouble! Please every- 
body!” Gopo replies sternly any other nou- 
veau-Marxiste, “Don’t have looking! 
right here the swamp!” True enough, while 
“Lil formerly enigmatic, Zen-like 
interjections (“XZTW”) with the proper education 
and environment begin arrange themselves into 
the all too recognizable, laconic insignia big- 
bureaucratic rationalism (“TWA, NLRB, CIOPAC, 
SPCA,” all the swamp creatures soon 
metamorphose into contemporary political figures, 
McCarthy, Nehru, Chou-en-lai etc. And the dia- 
logue, now concerned with “the real 100% 
grows manic: (“Hoop! Hoop! 
busted into mess and the once easily 
“flimflammed” swamp erupts into frenzied para- 
colonial political struggles until chaos the 
inevitable explosion point reached. Then see 
the atomic mushroom cloud rise high above the 
swamp: perishes the Eden-dream the New 
York Post. 


After time the whole lampoon-book Weltan- 
schaaung seemed getting close own 
jugular vein. horde cheap imitations had badly 
hacked most the material which MAD might 
otherwise have ploughed; and had done so, more- 
over, with little skill and verve that the act 
lampooning satire itself was coming seem 
dull and stereotyped. MAD therefore set out 
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destroy the stereotype too. (“Cut Your Own Throat 
Dept.”) This was already well the way the 
apocalypse: though Duchamp had painted 
moustache the Mona Lisa, did not also 
caricature himself the act. (At this point 
himself entirely and sank into the 
intricacies chess. 

The whole bag lampoon Dada-tricks was 
“exposed” the device simply repeating them 
before new lampoon story (“Julius Caesar” 
—MAD 17) but now accompanied with cold- 
“explication” gray-faced MAD editor. 
From the sides bottom each strip-box the 
latter points out, smirking, each mechanism ars 
interruptus: the insertion into each box small 
drawings letterings which break 
emotional unity continuity; the use the delib- 
erate anachronism; bop hipster slang; “Routine 
#7, where person cries much the tears make 
refusal and mockery grief); 
the similarly motivated depicture people per- 
forated bullets transfixed sharp imple- 
ments, who carry before without change; and 
the random introduction pictures Marilyn 
Monroe or, almost equivalently, the atomic bomb. 
The culmination “Julius Caesar” “Routine 
13, the trick turns out that the protag- 
onists were always disguise: “Here everyone 
whips off rubber masks and you find out the hero 
isn't really the hero the villain isn’t really the 
villain Then, the other way round? No, for 
live the age relativity and Hegelian jus- 
tice (or the Stalin Uncertainty Principle): the 
protagonists appeal still deeper insight, whip 
off another set masks, reversing the roles hero 
and villain again, then still again, and forth. 
This Bolshevik sequence exposure and counter- 
exposure carried out until, with kind hyster- 
ical repudiation, the caption proclaims: And 
not really your MAD writer matter fact, 
this isn’t really MAD comic-book.” The MAD 
editor turn unmasks, exposing the face 
pretty girl, and turns page show scene from 
Walt Disney innocence-dream. happy ending, 
sort. 


There were thereafter several more issues the 
character which, however, could not stave 
off the deepening second Dada crisis: the prime 
characteristic which is, saw, the turning 
the artist against art itself. And even this anti- 
artistic pseudo-creation must sooner later in- 
volve that part the artist temporarily salvaged 
the process, until the point exhaustion and 


indifference reached. “If there God, any- 
thing possible.” 

The “Special Art Issue” (MAD 22) was devoted 
entirely the “life and work” MAD’s chief 
artist, “that miserable two-bit hack,” who after 
lengthy career other media had worked his way 
the comic book. This, then, the golden 
chapter, and here the long repressed Underground 
Man makes his second, final and most harrowing 
appearance the MAD stage. “The immortal 
story that man out control, digging through 
hole, Melvin Mole!”, not precisely immortal, 
its own way carries overtones Kafka, Orwell and 
Dostoyevsky—and opinion more faithful 
spirit and possibly even aesthetic power 
those illustrious predecessors than most what 
has been published recent years serious 
fiction. 


Melvin Mole repulsive baggy-suited little 
character rat-nosed, who 
resembles that caricature the wild-eyed anarch- 
ist, nihilist degenerate the pretotalitarian era, 
ibut the subject, have seen, has since been 
lost sight of. This neo-Underground Man, Melvin, 
literally underground: his peculiar (perhaps 
only) talent consists the ability burrow with 
unbelievable cunning underneath all obstacles. The 
story opens follow Melvin’s trail under street 
and into the vault the Last National Bank, 
the accompaniment Melvin’s obsessional mutter- 
ing: “Dig! Huh! Dig! Dig! Dig! Dig!” the bank, 
however, the point collecting, Melvin sud- 
denly notices that the omniscient police have 
stationed waiting guards there. febrile but 
obviously already anticipated frustration Melvin 
discharges machine-gun all directions, yelling 
“John Law! You flatfoots put 
Not me! Not Melvin Mole! No, not me! Never!” 
His subjugation, however, seen inevitable 
that the artist does not bother demonstrate it: 
the next box see Melvin being kicked into 
cell. 


While dozen rifle barrels follow his every move, 
his custodian sort Porfiry Petrovich) affirms: 
dug your last hole, Mole under 
control! Don’t try anything! wise your 
ways! know about the time you dug your way 
into Fort Knox know about the time you dug 
your way out Island don't try 
anything! heading straight for the electric 
chair!” (Or historical extinction the revolutionary 
spirit?) But leaving Melvin his custodian over- 
looks lunch spoon, with which the Mole then 
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proceeds dig out jail. Unfortunately when 
police telephone box (the media public com- 
munications are blocked). (“Coppers put 
jail! No! Nein! Nicht! Never!”) Stripped 
his underwear, minus socks, false teeth and 
excess fingernail, Melvin tossed back into rein- 
forced cell. “You slippery little rat!” his keeper 
grates, half-admiringly, picking his teeth, “Mole, 
yew.. last... hole! are 
putting you solitary confinement. You 
again!” 

But before leaving, the keeper discards his tooth- 
pick and soon the door clangs (“Dumb John 
Law copper!”) Melvin his way freedom 
with it. (“Dig! Dig! Dig! Dig! Dig!”) tunnels 
magnificent distance but again comes prema- 
turely, policeman’s ball (the media public 
entertainment are blocked). Maddened, Melvin 
blasts away with automatic, hysterically sob- 
bing: “John Law Waaah! Haw haw! Haw! 
naked and shaved. However, they overlook his nos- 
tril hairs (the pitiable remnant creative power 
left totalitarian man) one which Melvin 
plucks forth. (“Dig! Dig! Dig! Dig! Dig!”) 
length Melvin emerges, the end his strength: 
“Puff! on! Puff! dig another inch! 
Huh, huh! jail kin hold Melvin Mole! Huh! 
tion chamber; coffee pot percolating merrily 
the electric chair, and the waiting keeper 
gloats: “Have seat, Mole!” perishes the Last 
the Nihilists. 


From the forties, the recent decade the Age 
Anxiety, there has emerged what might 
called “Age is, lessen- 
ing reaction increasingly powerful crisis stimuli, 
and now substantially complete. The impression has 
solidified that all the cosmic, the fundamental 
questions longer exist and perhaps even that 
they never did. This stolidity and indifference 
now the contemporary intellectual mode. Under 
this surface there lies—historically and character- 
repressed anxiety. Under this, the 
nihilism disbelief. Under this, the capacity for 
the expression grief and anger. Only then does 
the possibility real faith belief arise all. 
How regain this possibility the fundamental 
problem the intellectual (secondarily and 
less intense degree, the general human problem, 
since takes its way living from the leader- 
ship). This remains true deserves 


called intellectual. 

Unfortunately, the dead hand the existing 
social and intellectual powers 
this solution and even the problem itself. The 
trend now seems deal with anxiety 
drugs. This doubt-engendering emotion can now 
practically exterminated (as Aldous 
incredibly accurate prediction) the new 
among the ideocracy. This only confirms, however, 
the philosophic tranquillization carried out recent 
years. doubt will length occur the 
Communists also that few carloads Miltown 
shipped into Budapest might have saved lot 
trouble. 

this situation, because now known that 
art alone cannot alter the course events, art 
cannot created responded the eager, 
holistic way was before: late nineteenth- 
century Europe the American twenties. There 
has been little good work, great innovations, 
the past fifteen years. The nature and even 
the future existence art dependent upon some 
possible future alteration the Zeitgeist. For this 
the world awaits some new philosophic 
chological concept reality set against that 
the Marxists. This itself, however, unlikely 
invented carried into effect under state 
narcosis. Thus potent anti-tranquillizer 
MAD has probably been more service art 
recent years than, say, the artistic contributions 
Picasso Hemingway, which sense falsify 
the real picture. (Hemingway’s last fisherman vs. 
elements novel was good proportion its dis- 
tance from the coastline civilization: when 
attempt relate the two was made—the dreadful 
baseball ruined the novel. Similarly, 
Picasso conscientiously tries good Com- 
munist, but then forced blot out the sight 
the Communists attacking suppressing his own 
work. 

The standard cover-format MAD displays 
frieze portraits the rationalist giants—So- 
crates, Galileo, Columbus, Copernicus, Pasteur, 
Freud, etc. all fascinatedly absorbed copies 
MAD. Some such reconsideration was attempted 
here, and may indeed going above below, 
the common intrapsychic heaven hell. 


Jack Jones lives New York City and has been 
published THE CAMBRIDGE REVIEW 
and the Canadian journal EXPLORATIONS, 
from which “Dada the Drugstore” has been 
taken. 


DISARMAMENT 
GAMESMANSHIP 
Joseph Nogee 


Just prior the collapse 
the Disarmament Subcommittee last year new 
Soviet concession controls for cessation nu- 


understood particular way; some the 
endless business proposal and counter-proposal 
seriously intended, much pure poetry. 


clear testing prompted Presidential disarmament Behind the 13-year Soviet-American deadlock 
adviser Harold Stassen announce that think disarmament lies tremendous accumulation 
that this the first time eleven years that mutual suspicion and distrust. Typical this Soviet 
have been within sight agreement partial response Western proposal which would place 
measures for first step. Just before became certain number Western nuclear control group 
apparent that the current (March 1959) Geneva inspectors Russian territory (and equal num- 
talks were disintegrating, Philip Farley, special ber Soviet inspectors Western The 
assistant for disarmament affairs, told congres- proposal was designed, according the Soviet 
sional committee that encouraging progress was Foreign Ministry, “either thwart agreement 
being made and that both sides were now prepared introduce through the Soviet Union the largest 
“to explore seriously the possibility agree- possible number intelligence agents under the 
ment.” Reflecting the realities the moment, both international control apparatus.” 
statements were abruptly contradicted other All sovereign nations feel, and have always felt, 
but both, with that marvelous elasticity profound vis-a-vis one another 
characteristic the diplomatic pronouncement, world characterized struggle for 
sive aspects: nation bent aggression needs 
agreement than have ever been under- arms implement its purpose, another accumulates 
stood that have never been very close, weapons order ward off actual potential 
progress that has been made encouraging threats foreign attack. But rarely possible 
understood that until very recently there has characterize any particular nation’s foreign 
been almost progress all. Like the pronounce- policy purely aggressive purely defensive. 


ments, the negotiations themselves frequently must 


Too, the threat force accepted legitimate 


means for the carrying out any foreign policy, 
whatever its goals. However unwise may have 
been for Secretary Dulles speak publicly 
leading the “to the brink war” order 
defend interests, doing was fulfilling 
his responsibilities traditionally acceptable 
manner. 

Nations engage armaments races because 
the existence international tension; armaments 
races may exacerbate this tension, but they 
not create it. Nations not fight because they 
have arms, but arm because they feel that might 
necessary fight. follows that the only 
possible way produce genuine, entirely satis- 
factory disarmament agreement eliminate 
mitigate political conflicts among nations. today’s 
political leaders have learned nothing else from 
the history inter-war period, they have dis- 
covered that disarmament without concomitant 
resolution conflicting political claims will not 
produce lasting peace. 


During period international tension, dis- 
armament negotiations can only serve 
ganda function. Propaganda principal 
technique international diplomacy compara- 
tively new. Its modern use characterized 
appeal world public opinion rather than 
the accredited representatives governments; 
designed influence popular opinion and 
compel hostile nations adopt more agreeable 
policies. When directed toward neutral (or neutral- 
ist) nations propaganda seeks win friendship, 
support and ultimately political allegiance. 

Propaganda even that involved interna- 
tional diplomacy also has internal function. 
Whether government democratic totalitarian 
must maintain internal loyalty and secure pop- 
ular approval its policies. Toward this end 
propaganda seeks justify these policies before 
domestic well world public opinion. not 
mere whim that moves the two principal Soviet 
newspapers Pravda and Izvestia devote con- 
siderably larger portion their news space 
current international events than does any major 
American daily newspaper. And the Soviet Union 
careful publish detail only its own proposals. 


The infusion propaganda into negotiating 
sessions seeking settle specific controversy 
product the 20th century. Its first use 
large scale was 1918 Leon Trotsky, then 
Soviet Commissar Foreign Affairs, negotiat- 
ing the treaty Brest-Litovsk with the German 
government. speeches the conference 


table were directed less toward Hoffmann and 
Kuhlmann than the soldiers and workers 
Germany whom hoped would shortly overthrow 
the Kaiser’s government. 


Soviet concern with public opinion 
“masses” rather than official 
sentatives closely related the Marxian view 
that the dynamics political behavior stem from 
class relations rather than government officials 
who are the last analysis little more than spokes- 
men for social class. Initially this type diplo- 
macy was uncongenial Western diplomats 
accustomed the use unpublicized, quiet con- 
versations between accredited representatives 
governments. But the United States and other 
Western nations have learned and are learning the 
lesson well. George Allen, director the United 
States Information Agency, public speech last 
February warned his listeners that the “new 
diplomacy” here stay. “The new diplomacy 
finds governments aiming directly the peoples 
foreign lands,” declared. “We everything 
can reach them, thirty-five languages, 
penetrating their living rooms, bedrooms, cellars, 
wherever the radio kept.” 


Disarmament particularly fertile source 
propaganda. For obvious reasons its goals strike 
sympathetic response among all the peoples 
the world. Who does not want see the “wasteful” 
use human and material resources spent 
weapons devoted rather economic development 
and the production consumer goods? Disarma- 
ment appeals not only the humanitarian impulse 
but the rational well. nation can afford 
ignore this appeal; does the risk 
Even disarmament not the answer world 
peace, disarmament negotiations must carried 
on. world peace such negotiations are not 
necessary; world war they are not possible. 


the twilight between the two that demand 
exists. 


During the past thirteen years talk disarma- 
ment has been going continuously with only 
intermittent breaks. Most these talks have taken 
place within the framework the United Nations. 
Among the bodies created deal with this ques- 
tion were the United Nations Atomic Energy Com- 
mission for Armaments, the 
Disarmament Commission, the Disarmament Sub- 
committee four powers, and three different 
groups meeting Geneva. addition there were 
the innumerable General Assembly debates the 
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issue, the Heads Governments meeting Ge- 
neva 1955 and the famous Eisenhower-Bulganin 
and Eisenhower-Khrushchev exchange letters. 
These abortive efforts have yielded little the 
way actual reduction armaments but much 
the way refinement propagandistic negotia- 
ting techniques. rather clear-cut and consistent 
pattern emerges, which might described the 
disarmament negotiations. 

The object the game reject the proposals 
the other side without appearing sabotage 
the discussions. The United States and the Soviet 
Union have each sought put the blame for the 
failure all negotiations squarely the shoul- 
der the other. Each side seeks portray its own 
proposals fully reasonable and realistic and those 
the other either unworkable unfair. 


essential requirement for successful negotia- 
tion that the proposals put forward each 
negotiating team not contain any provisions ab- 
solutely unacceptable the other side. com- 
mon bargaining technique for one side make 
initial demands which knows the other will not 
accept; such demands are made only put the 
bargainer strong position obtain concessions 
from the other side making concessions himself. 

Every major Soviet disarmament proposal since 
1946 and several American proposals have con- 
tained one feature which the proposer knew the 
other side would not accept. Similarly whenever 
one side did accept the proposals the other, the 
acceptance was always conditional upon the 
accepting impossible counter-proposal. 
effect forcing the other side reject its proposals 
both the Soviet Union and the United States could 
effectively charge the other with sabotaging the 
talks. 


Included every plan offered was set pro- 
posals calculated have world-wide appeal. 
each side was forced reject the other’s proposals 
the proposing side was able claim that the 
was opposed the idea disarmament 
This pattern clearly more evident the 
case the Soviet proposals than the British, French 
American because the Soviet opposition any 
aspect genuine disarmament greater than that 
the West. The Soviet Union categorically 
opposed any form control whether 
over the production nuclear fuel, the limitation 
conventional arms and manpower nuclear 
test cessation. And the establishment foolproof 
control system has been and remains absolute 
sine qua non for any Western concurrence 


disarmament plan. 

Three examples clearly illustrate this pattern: 
(1) the attempts negotiate international control 
atomic energy; (2) the problem limiting 
armed manpower; and (3) the question nu- 
clear test cessation. 


The Baruch proposals June 14, 1946, for inter- 
national control atomic energy confronted the 
Soviet Union with serious challenge. offering 
put under international ownership its own supply 
uranium and uranium-producing facilities, 
every other nation did likewise, the United States 
displayed willingness divest itself source 
military strength unprecedented history. Rus- 
sia was called upon likewise. counter the 
challenge the Soviet representatives the UNAEC 
demanded immediate and unconditional pro- 
hibition the production and use atomic weap- 
ons. Insofar the United States was then the only 
nation which had produced atomic bomb, the 
Soviet demand was clearly one-sided affair. Fur- 
thermore, the Soviet provision for prohibition before 
control over atomic energy meant that there would 
exist means which the non-communist world 
could assured Soviet compliance. Prohibition 
without control would never have been accepted 
the United States, the Kremlin was well aware. 


over control, then, was the propagandistic “joker” 
the Soviet proposals. Similarly the Baruch pro- 
posals too contained “joker”: the American in- 
sistence that the major powers abandon the veto 
the Security Council, where questions sanction 
against violators the control agreement were 
raised. know now that the idea international 
ownership all atomic energy facilities was total 
anathema the Soviet leadership, but during the 
middle this was not clear. was unquestion- 
ably true that American insistence this point 
only alienated the Russians further. Nor was elim- 
ination the veto vital element the control 
plan. the Soviet Union had agreed the origi- 
nal international control plan, there would have 
been need for eliminating the veto punish 
violator. 


the question determining proper maxi- 
mum limit for the armed forces the major powers 
the Soviet proposals were more subtle but equally 
impossible acceptance the West. Even during 
the inter-war period the question force levels 
was difficult one because the problem com- 
paring the military equivalent given quantity 
manpowers with other units armed forces: 
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ships, aircraft, tanks and cannon. Any reduction 
manpower would have carried out such 
way that country’s overall military strength 
would reduced proportionally more than any 
other nation’s. Two factors complicated this prob- 
lem the post-World War years. First, the So- 
viet Union has always had army much larger 
than that the United States. America’s superior 
atomic and nuclear weapons have large extent 
compensated for this. But one has yet been able 
establish manpower equivalent for one atomic 
hydrogen bomb. Secondly, large segment 
American manpower dispersed bases around 
the world (NATO, SEATO, Japan, Middle East, 
Africa, etc.) and this dispersion forces the United 
States retain minimum force between two 
and two-and-one half million men order keep 
all these bases plus our hemispheric defenses 
adequately staffed. 


Andrei Vyshinsky’s dramatic proposals the 
United Nations 1948 for overall one-third 
reduction troops the major powers was ab- 
solutely unacceptable the Western powers for 
the obvious reason that the Soviet nu- 
merical superiority armed forces was great that 
proportional cut would have left the Western 
powers position permanent inferiority. Yet 
for years the Soviets insisted upon this proportional 
reduction the basis for disarmament agreement. 
May 10, 1955 the Soviet Union finally aban- 
doned its insistence flat percentage reductions 
and agreed maximum numerical figure for 
armies the major powers. But agreed this 
only condition that “States possessing military, 
naval and air bases the territories other States 
shall undertake liquidate such bases.” other 
words the Soviets were asking for disbandment 
NATO and SEATO, condition obviously un- 
acceptable the West without prior settlement 
political conflicts. Soviet insistence American 
disbandment its alliance system remained for 
long time the “joker” its proposals for reduc- 
tion manpower. 


During 1956 renewed effort was made Lon- 
don solve the manpower problem. The United 
States proposed that maximum figure two and 
half million men established for the Soviet 
Union and the United States. Any further reduction 
would conditional upon settlements being 
reached the outstanding political issues con- 
fronting the two powers. March 27th that 
year the Soviet Union agreed concentrate the 
problem reducing conventional armaments 


reversal its previous policy the past decade 
which linked conventional and nuclear arma. 
ments but set maximum figure one and half 
million men for the United States, the Soviet Union 
and China. The catch here was that this low 
power figure would compel the United States 
withdraw its overseas forces action 
able it. Under pressure from the Western powers 
Mr. Gromyko agreed several months later (July 12) 
accept the higher American figures, but this time 
only the agreement include unconditional ban 
the use nuclear weapons and their testing 
(without controls). Nothing came these 
posals and counter-proposals. 


year later, again London, even more in- 
tense effort was made reduce the armies the 
major powers. April 30, 1957, the Soviet Union 
again agreed accept the United States figure 
two and half million men and this time without 
prior agreement cease the manufacture atomic 
weapons. But now new condition was attached: 
there had prior agreement that some sub- 
sequent period the figure would reduced one 
and half million men for the United States, the 
Soviet Union and China. Again the destruction 
NATO and SEATO was demanded the price for 
disarmament. During the period from June through 
August 1957 the United States made its counter- 
offer. accepted two and half million men 
first stage reduction and greed further sub- 
sequent reductions two and one-tenth and then 
one and seven-tenths million men but these 
second and third stage reductions were take 
place only when there had been “progress toward 
the solution political issues”. With the Soviet 
rejection these counter-proposals, negotiations 
for manpower reduction collapsed. 

The initiative for isolated agreement test 
cessation has come from the Soviet Union. Its pro- 
posals April 30, 1957, called for singling out the 
problem discontinuing nuclear tests 
general problem nuclear weapons, and solving 
“without delay”. Nothing the time was said 
about control system supervise the test cessa- 
tion. June 14, 1957, however, the Soviet govern- 
ment made astounding its past 
position controls agreeing submit the 
supervision international commission with 
control posts actually stationed its territory (as 
the United States, Great Britain and 
the Pacific area). 

This change position enabled the USSR 
seize the propaganda initiative which 
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held the Western powers for almost years. 
Ever since the UNAEC had commenced its work 
the United States had attacked the Soviet dis- 
armament position false one the grounds 
that refusing accept control plan the Soviet 
spokesmen revealed their basic hostility any real 
disarmament. pushing the idea test cessation 
(an idea very popular throughout the world, par- 
ticularly Asia) and agreeing control system 
the Soviet Union put the United States the de- 
fensive for the first time since the problem nu- 
clear arms arose. 


isolated agreement stopping nuclear tests has 
never been popular with the United States govern- 
ment. Its initial argument against such test 
cessation was the need continued testing de- 
“clean” nuclear bomb and perfect anti- 
missile missiles. While accepting the Soviet proposal 
‘in principle” the United states demanded several 
conditions before would agree test cessation. 
One these conditions was agreement the 
cessation the production fissionable material 
for weapons purposes and the establishment 
control system guarantee such cessation. This 
condition was made July and August 21, 1957, 
response the viet June proposal, al- 
though the idea cessation the production 
fissionable materials was first expressed letter 
from President Eisenhower Premier Bulganin 
March 1956. This condition was the catch the 
response. was condition which could hardly 
have been met view the pre vious Russian- 
American failure agree means for interna- 
control atomic energy production. 


When March 31, 1958, the Soviet Union 
announced unilateral cessation its own testing 
program (after having just completed test series 
and just before the United States was begin its 
Nevada test series) the pressure the United 
States abandon this qualification intensified. 
(Actually possible that the Soviet unilateral 
test cessation was undertaken because rumors 
current the winter 1957 that the was con- 
sidering abandoning this qualification. This would 
have thrown the ball back the Soviet Union.) 
the spring 1958 President Eisenhower pro- 
posed Premier Khrushchev that technical talks 
limited the detection nuclear blasts 
held. Without specifically abandoning its demand 
for cessation the production fissionable fuel 
the had opened the way for the current talks 
being held Geneva. During July and August 
group scientists from both sides worked out 


system controls guarantee observance 
test cessation. October 31, 1958, second group 
met Geneva work out specific agreement 
applying the methods established the earlier 
meeting. There agreement now that control 
system for test cessation include the following: 
approximately 180 control stations would set 
throughout the world detect seismic, 
radiological, acoustic and electromagnetic means 
the precise nature any explosion, anywhere 
the world. These stations would administered 
seven-nation control commission. 

But here agreement ends. the moment 
(March 1959) the Geneva negotiators are 
locked three important points: (1) The Soviets 
demand the right veto any investigating activity 
the control commission. The Western powers 
insist that the commission have the right 
vestigate any explosion suspected being nu- 
clear one simply majority vote the seven 
members. (2) The West wants the mobile inspec- 
tion teams (additional the permanent control 
areas where nuclear explosion suspected. The 
Soviet Union would have such teams merely 
detached from control posts the situation de- 
mands. (3) The Soviets want the permanent in- 
specting teams each country composed 
nationals that country with only small num- 
ber foreign “observers”. The West that 
50% the inspectors the Soviet Union 
chosen the West and would agree that 50% 
the inspectors the West chosen the Soviet 
Union. clear that the Soviet demand for 
veto the workings the con commission 
and its refusal permit control teams composed 
foreign nationals the USSR are the “gimmicks” 
the Soviet plan for ending tests. There 
doubt but that the Western powers will not accept 
such watered-down controls provided for the 
Soviets. 

The prognosis, then, for any sort disarma- 
ment agreement the near future not good. 
Even more than marriage disarmament requires 
the whole-hearted cooperation two parties. 
nothing else the German issue stands the way 
developing the confidence for such cooperation. 
When the current talks collapse will not 
because what went Geneva much 
what going about Berlin. 


Joseph Nogee received his Ph.D. from Yale and 
member the political science faculty the 
University Houston. 
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JOSEPH LYONS 


“MADAM CHEROKEE sTANDS ALOOF 
AND ALONE, FAR ADVANCE THE ORDINARY READ- 
ERS YOU MEET. For YEARS SHE HAS BEEN CONSULTED 
THOSE TROUBLE, WHO NEEDING WISE ADVISER, 
HAVE FOUND HER THE ONE THEY SOUGHT! 
YOU NEED HELP? AND 
PERSONAL MATTERS SUCCESSFULLY HANDLED. 
ARE YOU TROUBLE? you 
SO, THIS HAS MEANING FOR YOU. 
WHEN AND WHOM YOU WILL MARRY? 
YOUR LOVE ACTS STRANGE? 
How LONG YOU WILL LIVE? 
YOUR HUSBAND WIFE LOVES ANOTHER? 
WHAT THE YEAR WILL BRING YOU? 
HAS SAID THINGS ABOUT 
YOU WILL INHERIT MONEY? 
WHAT ARE YOU BEST ADAPTED FOR? 
YOU WILL TRAVEL?” 


This Madame 
card. appeared not long ago, ubiquitous found- 


ling, all the doorsteps neighborhood, prom- 
ising guidance for any stranger who calls her. 
Only fortune tellers and psychotherapists dare 
make this promise today. With all the desperate 
sincerity and shallow fervor revivalist preacher, 
she offers help for the two kinds questions that 
are likely trouble any us: the questions 
the left, which have with destiny and the 
unknown future, well those the right, which 
refer specifically relations with other persons. 
first glance these seem separate kinds 
questions with nothing common, and she ought 
not claim success dealing with both. Yet 
their root, the special realm Madame Chero- 
kee’s activities—the world magic—they meet. 

There are always three pre-eminent aspects 
the magical—that its appearance always sur- 
prise, that alien our everyday world, and 
consequence these two characteristics, that 
some special move our part needed make 
contact with it. Consider first the ways which 
magic makes its appearance. Though seek out 
and occasion even bargain for it, the coming 
magic always something wonder at. The bolt 
strikes from the blue, the vision appears suddenly 


from nowhere, the genie created out smoke. 
Even the homeliest and most innocent magical 
figures makes his entry the unlikely method 
chimney—and children learn very soon that 
you expect Santa Claus and watch for him 
will not come. 


Always novel, always startling, magic this 
way revealed coming from world apart. 
appears only the form intercession from 
without, and for this reason always has the 
character the alien and the remarkable. 
cannot ever gain and enter such world. can 
only approximate through certain kind 
event. There are things which happen the midst 
our routine everyday living, and though they 
appear orderly their own way, they 
seem stay out reach our influence. Our 
action did not bring about their occurrence, nor 
could our doings alter them even impinge 
them. Who has not heard those sounds that are 
just beyond the reach knowledge, trees that 
are moved the wind the waves falling 
against rocky shore? Somehow these have 
with us; they are distant but not removed from 
us; and are sure that special way they deal 
with us. They are not merely immutable things 
somewhere space but the very sights and sounds 
that come us, hold for moment, and even 
fascinate us. Yet though they grasp us, cannot 
grasp them. They their own way, eluding 
our mastery, suggesting finally some inner secret 
that can sense but never know. they move 
and have their way outside us, note that 
they lack the orderliness our own actions and 
call them random. this not mean 
merely haphazard, for could not repeatedly 
charmed they presented only this cruel and 
empty quality. mean that, like the flashes 
light crystal ball, like the writhing movements 
snakes and the fall dice, these are unknown 
yet somehow familiar events, alien yet portentous, 
out our reach though still our presence, and 
beyond our scope but capable touching our 
lives. The appearance the chance event thus 
approximates the magical; and therefore chance, 
when deliberately sought, promises gain 
least partial entry into alien world that 
denied our ordinary lives. 


whom the suppliant must whisper his question. 
Then covers his ears, and the first words that 
may chance overhear when takes away 
his hands will his answer. Consider how these 


words will make their appearance. They will come 
out the very air that surrounds him his every- 
day routine. Suddenly, from nowhere all, they 
will come him. Though could never have 
reached them and could not all his comings and 
goings have sought them out and grasped them, 
they will suddenly, magically, take hold him 
and have with him. will find that has 
turned aside just the proper angle meet this 
intercession from outside him. The college 
augurs, also—on whose observations rests the 
safety the State—are well aware that they must 
turn aside from the affairs men order 
prepared meet and receive auspices the flight 
birds. For the propitious time for watching the 
skies they choose the hours between midnight and 
dawn, when the affairs the world are temporar- 
ily rest. They are careful mark themselves off, 
dedicating and consecrating the space earth 
which they sit and the part the heavens toward 
which they look for signs. Even the haruspices, 
whose practice examine the entrails 
sacrificed animals for portents, are—like those 
women who read the future tea leaves left 
the bottom cup—careful deal only with 
those parts the meal that will cast aside and 
not ordinarily used. this way, turning aside from 
the world human action, they separate their 
doings from those other men and approximate 
world magic facing and receiving the word 
that comes them from another place. the 
known and the predictable that need special 
rites bring them about. 


dreams, too, are turned aside, just 
sometimes are attain the state trance. For 
while are outside ourselves. Indeed, for this 
reason Heraclitus called the world dreams 
idios kosmos—although ought say, not that 
enter unique world, but that uniquely 
enter world, for though there may common 
dreams there communal dreaming. The dream 
and the trance come very close approximating 
the special leap that may take one moment 
out the common world men and into another 
world, and for this very special preparations are 
needed. The votary must purify himself fasting 
and bathing; dare not rough and untidy, 
fitted his work the world, but clean and 
anointed like woman baby. Lebadeia 
must drink Lethean potion forget his past 
before descends through dark whirlpool and 
struck senseless. this state, his preparations 
have met with the approval the oracle, 
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visited speakers from the Moon who whisper 
their mysterious secrets him. 


Magic novel, alien, removed from our 
affairs. Why then should appeal us? That 
does undeniable; Price’s words: “The 
world magic lovely world. make silent 
wish—and mysteriously influence the fall dice. 
sit with closed eyes while knowledge the 
future strangely floats into the mind. These pos- 
sibilities have for the charm childhood days, 
when could fall asleep Christmas Eve and 
the morning find tree hung with presents— 
like some Arabian Nights adventurer who fell 
asleep hovel and awoke enchanted 
palace.” The truth that the world the neces- 
sary and the ordinary not made for the innocent 
often our joined efforts construct world for 
the pleasure all together. are always 
left with the alternative power, which feeds 
the innocence others, wishing, which strains 
the tight limits what are allowed be. 
Only the lovely world magic find the 
goal all our wishes and the pure expression 
allowing. could attain this world would 
pass joyously from one state wishing another, 
achieving anything without cost. Events would 
mere bubbles bright, momentary, and free, 
created out air and lost without pain. would 
not live but leap. But, know, this not the 
way things are. cannot permanently realize 
the world magic because addition the 
silken tie that reminds what are allowed 
be, there bond steel that tells what 
must do. The limits allow are met, and welcomed, 
the world magic; the limits must are met, 
and feared, Fate. 


The root nem, which the source the name 
the goddess Nemesis, refers the assigning, 
allotting, that which due every man; 
similarly, the Greek morai, whom know the 
three Fates, derived their common name from the 
word for apportioning. the realm fate each 
man’s due portion marked off, from the length 
his life span the amount his worldly goods, 
and these demands must his actions pay 
heed. the world magic appears us, fleetingly 
and faintly, the chance, the possible, and the 
allowable, then the world fate appears us, 
brief and terrible occasions, the absolute, in- 
exorable, and predetermined. When fate touches 
our lives—and not sought but rather 
seeks displays the quality “regardless” 


rather than “remarkable.” makes 
that child innocent that bride young 
and beautiful; fated that they die, die they 
will. makes difference—this the essence 
fate when knocks our door, when enters our 
lives. The loveliness the bride will not change 
the decree fate but only add our own shock 
and grief. Nor can our actions serve avert the 
destiny that awaits; loving hating another per- 
son will not alter his fate but only determine our 
reaction what fate has store for him. There- 
fore waste none our dreams what must 
happen; know that this determined beyond 
our wishes, spite our hopes, and regardless 
our fears. 


The world magic and the world fate share 
this characteristic regard our ordinary actions, 
that they are alien. They are the boundaries and 
limits our everyday world meeting and part- 
ing, risk and consequence, and unless either 
seek confront their intercession they remain out- 
side our lives. response them, fashion 
harmony the twin themes possibility and 
necessity. Drawn forward our wishes, hurry 
toward the world magic, and because are 
pointed ahead ourselves tend see our own 
action mostly terms anticipation, becoming, 
and possibility. But fate always there, behind 
and driving us; the end, scurry after 
magic, fate runs down. 


Now if—for whatever reason—a man’s action 
world meeting others; his forward reaching 
ceases and the world magic fades away from 
front him; would not all possibility then 
reduced necessity for him? Would not all human 
relations appear him just though they were 
determined fate? The change would this— 
that another person would longer appear 
him the epitome the possible, variable, 
potential, changeable, challenging, but fixed 
and determined and inexorable thing. When there 
more allowing but only monolithic must, 
his fellows cannot viewed responsive sub- 
jects but independent objects. They longer 
share look with him but fix him with their eyes; 
they not communicate with him but read his 
thoughts. encounter with another was once 
twofold mystery, born out silence, carried for- 
ward two who share situation; now unex 
pectedly, terribly, stranger looms across his path, 
performs one dedicated act, directly, unswervingly, 
with the cold exactitude knife thrust, and dis- 
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appears utterly into the void that lies 
persons. best, there may arise charged yet 
static world entities like billiard balls which 
move, collide, and carom off each other. 
this world that, quite fittingly, man cannot pos- 
sibly know what best fitted for; cannot 
appreciate himself person with range 
possibilities. Nor can guess why his love acts 
strange, for others longer act sensible inter- 
relation with him but only their own fixed and 
alien terms, across abyss. The answers his 
questions about other persons might well 
ordained from high, for they have all the char- 
acter the ultimate and inexorable fiat destiny. 

The man who has stepped out the stream 


ordinary action, not find magic but lose it, 


thus overcome fate which untempered 
the human world. void surrounds him, and the 
driving ideas arising out are marked pure, 
mechanical certitude, not risk casualness 
interplay with his fellows. They are not ideas 
all any more but delusions. does not have them 
virtue his own history but had them; 
they seek him out, track him down, impale him. 
But need not completely lost, and may 
pull short this point. Madame Cherokee 
provides him with transient alternative, 
tected little bypath which may explore harm- 
less idiosyncrasy. Suppose that man troubled 
with suspicions his wife’s infidelity; the question 
that brings the Madame is, “If your husband 
wife loves another?” unable quiet his 
doubts the obvious methods that are open 


— 


other people—by confronting his wife, either 
person independent check her actions, 
confronting himself his relation her, 
reflecting the situations that shares with her. 
choosing not use these methods, demon- 
strates that for him proof and disproof are not 
found behavioral consequences that occur 
the interrelated stream everyday human 
action. Rather deliberately chooses the one 
source advice which guaranteed un- 
tainted any connection with his his 
actions. His break with the human world shown 
his insistence this one characteristic the 
Madame’s position: that she have connection 
with her customers, know nothing advance about 
them, and possess knowledge that might imply 
any tie their lives actions. the man who 
comes her for advice about his possible 
infidelity were discover that she started the 
session with any knowledge about him, would 
consider her fraud. The value and validity 
her pronouncements spring from her absolute 
separateness; for his purposes she another 
world. 

this way, then, his hopes and wishes may 
faintly revived, anemic re-creation the world 
magic. For his world, where magic lost and 
fate rules alone, the Madame Fate rediscovered 
shallow, commercialized, and kindly. finds 
her card his doorstep, may saved. 


Joseph Lyons published “The Psychology 
Angels” FORUM’s Summer 1958 number. 
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SWEENEY 
AND 

THE 
VOICE 


one stage has the 
faintest idea what Sweeney talking about. 
proposes the cannibal isle milieu macabre 
purity, like 

There’s telephones 
There’s gramophones 
There’s motor-cars 


two-seaters, six-seaters 
Citroén, Rolls-Royce. 


—divesting himself, fact, the love created 
beings; and the chorus supposes that reinforc- 
ing this lurid asceticism when croons shop- 
daydream. affirms the terrible com- 
pulsion “to girl in,” and his hearers advert 
the cozy sensationalisms the weekend press. 
sketches the moral limbo the man who has 
joined the company the lost violent souls, having 
performed act which cannot undone; and 
they articulate second-hand nightmare. Nothing 
strange them, nothing appals, because every- 
thing drops into familiar categories, and forms the 
substance familiar songs. The song the bam- 
boo tree paraphrases nugatory ditty popular 
the time the St. Louis World’s Fair; the “morning 
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Got the nightmare song— 


When you’re alone the middle the night and 
you wake sweat and hell fright 


—is sanctioned the Lord patter 


When you’re lying awake with dismal headache, 
and repose taboo’d anxiety, 

conceive you may use any language you choose 
indulge in, without impropriety; 


which presumably licenses Wauchope, Horsfall, 
Klipstein and Krumpacker take the name hell 
vain. The lopsided percussion idling four- 
cylinder Ford establishes the beat within which 
they permute their ragtime formulae. (Eliot sug- 
gested 1926 that contemporary perception 
rhythm had been affected the internal combus- 
tion engine.) Tennysonian cadences conceal his 
own meaning from Prufrock, the insistent four- 
stress rhythm protects the personnel this jazz-age 
walk-up flat from any confrontation with reality. 
War, for instance: 
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KRUMPACKER: were all the war together 
Klip and and the Cap and Sam. 


KLIPSTEIN: Yes did our bit, you folks 
Say, 
tell the world got the Hun 
the run 
KRUMPACKER: What about that poker game? 
what Sam? 
What about that poker game 
Bordeaux? 


Yes Miss Dorrance you get Sam 
tell about that poker game 
Bordeaux. 


Not that the human condition has been exorcised 
from grasshoppers’ paradise; “birth, and copula- 
tion, and death,” the triple foci (as Sweeney ob- 
serves mystery and tension, exist, and admonish, 
but are prevented from involving them; from these 
vortices the imponderable they draw adrenal 
stimulation, caged man may grimace 
tiger. Thus murder occurs, but not occurred 
for Raskolnikov; occurs the papers; and 
murderers walk, but distance, their very liberty 
something prompt sensations ambient pro- 
fundity. 
SWARTS: These fellows always get pinched the 
end. 
Excuse me, they don’t all get pinched 
the end. 
What about them bones Epsom Heath? 
seen that the papers 
You seen the papers 


They all get pinched the end. 
woman runs terrible risk. 


SNOW: 


DORIS: 


there were terrible risks (abstract, though, 
and encapsulated; Doris repeating the ritual 
formulae the penny dreadfuls) life would 
pallid. essential suppose that crisis lurks 
off-stage, safely offstage. 


the same with the ritual the cards. The 
cards not touch fact, but essential suppose 
that they mime fact, coins mime increase. 
essential also suppose that their fall mimes the 
incidence that which ineluctably coming 
be, because know what happen can 
prepare our nervous systems for it. The belief that 
the future can foretold implies that pre- 
ordained; curiosity about implies Stoicism; and 
Stoicism, Eliot has noted, philosophy suited 
slaves.” wrote connection with Seneca, 
whose rhythms underlie much the Prologue and 
Agon, 


Stoicism the refuge the individual in- 
different hostile world too big for him; the 
permanent substratum number versions 
cheering oneself up. 


Thus the fall the two spades induces moment- 
ary panic— 
DUSTY: The two spades 
THAT’S THE COFFIN! 
THAT’S THE COFFIN? 
good heavens what’ll do? 
Just before party too! 


DORIS: 


which modulates instantly into lyric resignation: 


DUSTY: Well needn’t yours, may mean 
friend 

it’s mine. I’m sure it’s mine. 

dreamt weddings all last night. 
Yes it’s mine. know it’s mine. 

good heavens what’ll do. 


DORIS: 


They lack, however, the nerve for Stoicism, what- 
ever the attractions flirting with the stoical 
attitude. exit presents itself: perhaps the cards 
ordain rather than predict? 


Well I’m not going draw any more, 
You cut for luck. You cut for luck. 
might break the spell. You cut for luck. 


Not being dummies, they must play with fire; but 
not being courageous, they must will away its 
burning. The crisis dissipates itself musing 
stichomythia: 


DUSTY: It’s funny draw court cards. 
DORIS: There’s lot the way you pick them 
DUSTY: There’s awful lot the way you feel 
DORIS: Sometimes they tell you nothing all 
DUSTY: got know what you want ask 
them 
DORIS: got know what you want know 
DUSTY: It’s use asking them too much 
DORIS: It’s use asking more than once 
DUSTY: Sometimes they’re use all. 


With which compare, 


Fatis agimur; cedite fatis. 
non sollicitae possunt curae 
mutare rati stamina fusi. 
quidquid patimir mortale genus, 
quidquid facimus venit alto, 
servatque suae decreta colus 
Lachesis nulla revoluta manu. 
omnia secto tramite vadunt; 
primusque dies vedit extremum, 


lines quoted Eliot 1927 from the Oedipus 
Seneca. The future they interrogate and evade; 
for the actual, can also evaded, are con- 
nected with nothing more immediate than 
telephone wire: 


Say what you like: say I’m ill, 
Say broke leg the stairs 
Say had fire. 
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This metrically indistinguishable from the state- 
ment the telephone itself— 


TELEPHONE: Ting ling ling 
Ting ling ling 


DUSTY: That’s Pereira 
DORIS: Yes that’s Pereira 
DORIS: Well what you going do? 


TELEPHONE: Ting ling ling 
Ting ling ling 


And the counterpointed rhythm patterns develop, 
Ezra Pound noted long ago, hint picked 
from Seneca: 


Rex est timendus. 

Rex meus fuerat pater. 
Non metuis arma? 

Sint licet terra edita. 


this locked, dreaming world that Sweeney 
impinges; and the simple device shifting the 
initial stress from the first syllable the line 
the second conveys his first words irrupting 
urgency: 


SWEENEY: carry you off 


cannibal isle. 


The cannibal isle, clearly, Gauguinesque par- 
adise nor yet Thoreauvian retreat, but the 
objective correlative terrible thirst for meta- 
physical purity. Sweeney has passed through some 
fire the other side which telephones, gramo- 
phones and motor-cars, the enduring things this 
life, have become shadows. not clear wheth- 
divesting himself the love created things 
preparing his soul, one the epigraphs 
hints, for the divine union, though does propose 
consume the body and blood Doris, duly con- 
verted the transubstantiating process savage 
ritual into nice little, white little, soft little, 
juicy little, right little, missionary stew.” The tradi- 
tional missionary who underwent this conversion 
had thought nourish the cannibal’s soul 
sacramental Body, but the cannibal, whose tom- 
toms beat out for his sensibility protective prison 
not radically different function from the ragtime 
rhythms Dusty and Doris, interprets this teach- 
ing less esoterically. 

Sweeney has reduced the unredeemed life its 
sufficient essentials 


Birth, and copulation, and death. 
all, that’s all, that’s all, that’s all, 
Birth, and copulation, and death. 
bored. 

You’d bored 
Birth, and copulation, and death, 


DORIS: 
SWEENEY: 


That’s all the facts when you come 
brass tacks: 

Birth, and copulation, and death. 

I’ve been born, and once enough. 

You don’t remember, but remember, 

Once enough. 


have been enjoined that must bom 
again; Sweeney’s single birth, whether the 
bered trauma psychoanalytic theory the 
process his disastrous initiation into his bleak 
reductive universe, has been sufficiently 
trophic inhibit another. precisely the 
same condition the Magi Eliot’s 1927 poem, 
who had seen sight that left them 


longer ease here, the old dispensation, 
With alien people clutching their gods, 


having lost all appetite for 


The summer palaces slopes, the terraces, 
And the silken girls bringing sherbet. 


The Magus, however, says should glad 
another death.” has died once. Sweeney 
under the illusion that has been born once. 

Sweeney, fact, has undergone the process 
Eliot characterizes “the frightful discovery 
Middleton’s Changeling, wrote 
1927, about “an eternal tragedy, permanent 
Oedipus Antony cnd Cleopatra; the 
tragedy the not naturally bad but irresponsible 
and undeveloped nature, caught the conse- 
quences its own action. every age and 
every civilization there are instances the same 
thing: the unmoral nature, suddenly trapped the 
inexorable toils morality morality not made 
man but Nature and forced take the 
consequences act which had planned light 
heartedly. Beatrice not moral creature; she 
becomes moral only becoming damned.” Ten 
years earlier had put the same theme more 
picturesquely: 


Gopsum street man murders his mistress. The 
important fact that for the man the act eternal, 
and that for the brief space has live, 
already dead. already different world 
from ours. has crossed the frontier. 


The lost violent souls are somewhere; they are 
damned. recurrent theme Eliot’s those 
years. Baudelaire, wrote 1930, “walked secure 
this high vocation, that was capable 
damnation denied the politicians and the news- 
paper editors Paris.” 

is, however, impossible say what experience 
that has brought Sweeney his savage 


4 


er. 


yiction that “Life death.” “knew man once 
did girl in,” but there simply telling whether 
himself that man. “One the unhappy 
necessities human existence,” Eliot said the 
Baudelaire essay, “that have ‘find things 
out for ourselves’,” which one would tempted 
combine with Sweeney’s 


Any man might girl 
Any man has to, needs to, wants 
Once lifetime, girl in, 


did not ambiguity radiating from the image 
drowned woman suffuse The Waste Land and 
recur explicit motif The Family Reunion. 
According the needs the poem question, 
the ambiguity takes various forms: whether the 
drowned woman fact fantasy, whether the 
account her demise coming from confidant 
expediter, whether she fell was pushed. 
She part the public mythology era when 
one the police-court shamans the British peo- 
ple was the man who drowned succession 
wives, method which left marks struggle, 
order realize their insurance money. Eliot may 
well have speculated, did concerning the cult 
Guy Fawkes, the roots such passionate 
interest the case the Brides the Bath. His 
disavowal having himself any occasion done 
girl (at least May 1933) matter 
public record. was made before audience 
Vassar students, after performance Sweeney 
Agonistes, response question. stated that 
was not the type. 

the Agon that evasiveness about what actually 
happened, which have seen characteristic 
the man who wrote Appearance and the Objects 
Knowledge the Philosophy Francis Her- 
bert Bradley, constitutes embarrassment for 
which the earlier poetry does not prepare us. The 
strategy the poems coerce the reader 
hundred precise indirections into kind cona- 
turality with some moral phase. This phase the 
reader who has arrived familiarity with knows 
knows the air his room, neither discursively 
nor explicitly but with the immediacy emotion 


intensely undergone. related (in the 


sensuous experience, but not sensations 
variously recollected: rather, the substantiality 
words the tongue, and cadences invading 
the sensibility’s obscure musculature. The Waste 
Land Gerontion this way approach the con- 
dition music, that they evoke rather than create 
their constituent vignettes, evade rather than resist 
explication, and live performance: verse read 


rather than have read one. master 
miniature,” wrote Nietzsche Wagner, intuiting 
the method the long Eliot poem. 

The dramatist, however, must commit himself 
something: the presence certain people 
located place, their interaction, the speaking 
under defined circumstances intelligible words. 
Hence distressed Eliot, might not have 
distressed Dryden, that whereas writing poem 
like Gerontion “the way sounds when you read 
yourself the test,” writing verse for the 
theatre “the problem communication presents 
itself immediately. You are deliberately writing 
verse for other voices, not for your own, and you 
not know whose voices they will be.” For the 
word, Eliot’s imagination, relates itself most 
immediately not any object which names, not 
the dictionary system discourse, but 
the Voice which the persisting reality, the 
entranced self-expending elan vital which each 
word momentary modulation, each word “com- 
but renewed occasion for the Voice, “before 
understood.” But when you write for actors “you 
not know whose voices they will be.” 

The Agon simply dramatizes this difficulty 
thrusting Sweeney, being for whom, like the 
author The Hollow Men, “the question com- 
munication, what the reader will get from it, 
not paramount”, into the midst six people who 
are both transfixed and bewildered his verbal 
carrying-on. 


gotta use words when talk you, 
says Sweeney, 


But you understand you don’t 
That’s nothing and nothing you. 


“The poem can wait little while; the approval 
few sympathetic and judicious critics enough 
begin with; and for future readers meet 
the poet more than half way.” 

Sweeney, like the generic finite center described 
Bradley, articulates experience which falls 
within his own circle, circle closed the out- 
side; and, with all its elements alike, his sphere 
opaque the others which surround it. “In brief, 
regarded existence which appears soul, 
the whole world for each private and peculiar 
that soul.” therefore perfectly pointless for 
think extricating, when Sweeney does not, 
the fate the girl and the identity her assailant 
from the gestures voice exteriorizing 
his fusion boredom and horror: 
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knew man once did girl 


Well kept her there bath 
With gallon lysol bath 


This went for couple months 
Nobody came 
And nobody went 
And took the milk and paid the rent 


—like poet living with unfinished poem, 
like the man The Waste Land who came back, 
late, from the Hyacinth garden, 


your arms full, and your hair wet, 
could not 


Speak, and eyes failed, was neither 
Living nor dead, and knew nothing... 


This man acquaintance too knew 
nothing: 


didn’t know was alive 
and the girl was dead 
didn’t know the girl was alive 
and was dead 
didn’t know they both were alive 
both were dead 
was alive then the milkman wasn’t 
and the rent-collector wasn’t 
And they were alive then was dead. 


This tense, diagrammatic, and uncommunicative; 
indeed the whole point (for Eliot brilliantly 
evading the difficulties the stage) that 
uncommunicative. gotta use words when talk 
you,” and though not unskilful the 
manipulation words resources are limited. 
Philomel’s song, born out harsh and bitter ex- 
perience, entrances ears which have accustomed 
themselves mark conventional trills and intervals. 
She has use song when she talks us, and hence 
mistaken for musician. the same way, 
audience mistake him for inexpert 
manipulator conventional images. They know 
what context tropical isles belong— 


Where the Gauguin maids 
the banyan 
Wear palmleaf drapery. 


They know with what sentiments customary 
envelope “birth and copulation and 
little island girl 
little island girl 
going stay with you 
And worry what do.... 


They know perfectly well what passes through the 
mind murderer— 


And you wait for knock and the turning lock 


for you know the hangman’s waiting for you 
And perhaps you’re alive 
And perhaps you’re 


undergoing bout the hoo-ha’s; and useless 
for him protest, with the Orestes the epigraph, 
“You don’t see them, you but see them; 
they are hunting down, must move on.” 

The growth Sweeney Agonistes into com- 
pleted play appears have been inhibited 
two interrelated difficulties with the drama, 
his reluctance conceive drama primarily 
orchestrated action, and his bias toward 
that exteriorizes but does not explicate the locked 
world the self. The former not even partially 
solved until, The Confidential Clerk, the de- 
nouement readjusts the values five people: the 
first real modification Eliot’s generic Lazarus 
plot which the man who returns from the dead, 
Prufrock some other, passes across the stage 
possessed his own doom and merely sets sur- 
faces rippling. The second difficulty inheres the 
Lazarus plot itself, for this plot turns the fact 
that Lazarus, however may ache for communion, 
cannot “tell you all” (though lady, “settling 
pillow her head, should say: “That not what 
solution and drown her). comes solved 
only appearance, making the verse light 
that seem see through it. The characters 
the later, finished plays remain inviolable monads, 
and (making virtue this necessity) the theme 
the plays, like that Sweeney, depends the 
fact that they are inviolate. some them change, 
they who will that change. Eliot becomes 
very resourceful giving them means making 
conversation, one reason why prefers drawing- 
room milieu and convention urbane chit-chat 
more varied, though less confining, than the 
Sweeney jazz-matrix. 

Subduing these two inherent contradictions be- 
tween his poetic method and the nature the 
acted drama afforded Eliot program for thirty 
years intermittent work with the stage. con- 
ceived addition another outstanding obligation, 
which was finish the unfinished Sweeney Ago- 
nistes itself. was ultimately finished after some 
fifteen years, rewritten from beginning end and 
entitled The Family Reunion. 


> 


Hugh “Sweeney and the Voice” forms 
part THE INVISIBLE POET: ELIOT, 


which being published McDowell, Obolensky, 
Inc. 
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The last great subject 
argument during the last two decades 
has been the Welfare State. The name itself the 
product that dispute. have previously 
parsimonious tactic debate our time destroy 
ideas giving them disagreeable names. The 
find label which adequately condemns 
the government which assumes large responsi- 
bility for the economic well-being its constituents 
caused difficulty. The appellations “socialist” 
“communist,” though much used, sound ex- 
Like the cry “wolf,” moreover, they have 
been overdone. many past actions have provoked 
the warning socialism that many must now 
that socialism were danger would 
have it. 


the thirties, social insurance unemployment 
term “dole.” was confidently suggested that 
self-respecting American would ever accept 
This term lost its sting when several million 
Americans showed distinct will- 
accept dole. the years immediately 
World War II, effort was made 
the term “statism” for the purpose 
and condemning too ubiquitous gov- 
But seems probable that the term 
both artificial and not very alarming 
most Americans. With the term “state” inevitably 
state government, and, though com- 
monly regard such government inept and none 
Sinister. 


The last the efforts devise suitably un- 
Palatable name for the phenomenon being con- 
brought the appellation “Welfare State.” 
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This achieved almost immediate currency but, 
unfortunately for its progenitors, without the un- 
favorable connotation was meant have. This 
was made clear 1949 special senatorial race 
the state New York, when Mr. Herbert Leh- 
man ran against the briefly incumbent senator, Mr. 
John Foster Dulles. Mr. Dulles campaigned stren- 
uously opposition the Welfare State. Mr. 
Lehman was favor. Mr. Lehman won decisively. 
The lesson was read Governor Thomas 
Dewey, man few political illusions, few 
weeks later Princeton. said, “It must have 
been very clumsy Republican” who sought 
make political capital out the term “Welfare 
State” and added, “Anyone who thinks attack 
the fundamental idea security and welfare 
appealing the people living the Middle 
Ages.” 

improbable, fact, that Mr. Dulles was 
attacking all most security and welfare measures. 
Asked expressly about unemployment insurance, 
workmen’s compensation, public education, pub- 
lic assistance, would doubt have expressed 
some sympathy for them. This the first thing 
that must observed about the debate over the 
Welfare State, namely, the extreme uncertainty 
over what being debated and the virtual cer- 
tainty that individual who opposes the Welfare 
State the abstract will favor much 
the concrete. the life every individual 
there are times when his capacity for self-help 
very low. infancy not dependable 
provider his own livelihood, adolescence 
his education. Equally, cannot certain 
that old age his unaided efforts will bring much 
income; his unaided efforts may then worthless. 
Under some modern conditions, diligence and even 
good deal imagination may not sufficient 
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find job. Ill health has tendency cut down 
when most needs help. Welfare measures 
the raw material the Welfare State are 
presumably the organized supplements the in- 
dividual’s capacity for self-help. 


Some these supplements are certain look 
reasonable almost everyone. Thus even the most 
obdurate opponents the Welfare State the 
abstract will always for some parts 
practice. Among economists and social philoso- 
phers, Professor Ludwig von Mises has acquired 
certain reputation, means unmerited, for 
the vigor with which over the last half century 
has opposed virtually all forms state intervention 
the economy and the life the individual. 
has suggested that all government “in the last 
resort the employment armed men, policemen, 
gendarmes, soldiers, prison guards, and hangmen,” 
and has added firm the point that its “es- 
sential feature” the “enforcement its decrees 
beating, killing, and imprisoning.” opposes 
government regulation narcotics, not because 
favors their use but because believes that 
regulation the dope peddler opening wedge 
regulation other forms free enterprise. Pro- 
fessor Mises rugged opponent the Welfare 
State; yet even Professor Mises makes exceptions. 
public education can work very well limited 
reading, writing and arithmetic. With bright 
children even possible add elementary 
notions geometry, the natural sciences, and the 
valid laws the country.” 


Like Professor Mises, other ardent opponents 
the Welfare State must always favor some 
it. Some who are opposed general may even 
sympathetic all the individual measures 
that comprise the Welfare State. Indeed, tend- 
ency abstract the whole entirely from its parts 
feature this debate. The government 
seen reducing the individual pulpy depend- 
ence proliferation safeguards and services. 
But each these latter unemployment com- 
pensation, old age aid dependent 
children and the blind, workmen’s compensation, 
provision for public education approved 
itself. Speaking Boise, Idaho, during the 1952 
election campaign, General Eisenhower observed 
that things had now reached the point where “The 
government does everything but come and wash 
the dishes for the housewife.” Later, the delight 
all, was able produce pamphlet the 


United States Department Agriculture which 
showed that the government actually advised the 
housewife how wash dishes. Although 
eral Eisenhower was firm his condemnation 
the paternalism the New and Fair Deals, the 
unfortunate pamphlet was the only specific service 
which attacked. Nearly all the remainder 
promised strengthen. Since took office, 
important welfare services have been withdrawn, 
Even the pamphlet how wash dishes has 
enjoyed unprecedented popularity and has gone 
through several more editions. President Conant 
once said Harvard that was not coeducational 
principle, only practice. 

sum, the argument over the Welfare State 
its best only when the concept divorced en- 
tirely from its substance. case can built 
against the notion society which the individ- 
ual pillows his head the lap too tender 
government, but cannot easily 
against the individual caress. This need keep the 
argument over the Welfare State high level 
abstraction is, perhaps, its greatest source 
weakness the subject row. the first 
reason for thinking that, the case unions, 
this subject controversy too may have seen its 
best days. 


There another curious feature the argument 


over the Welfare State. Debate almost invariably 


confined measures that have not yet been en- 
acted. One the most surprising features social 
welfare legislation its inability sustain con- 
troversy once has passed into law. this writ- 
ing, years after the passage the Taft-Hartley 
Act, the latter still subject controversy. The 
Wagner Act sustained sharp debate throughout 
the preceding decade. The persisting contentious- 
ness our farm laws has been noted. other 
areas, such immigration, internal security, and 
power policy, disagreement more less chronic 
and little affected passage rejection 
laws the legislature. With the help Senator 
Bricker the treaty power under the Constitution 
still issue after 175 years. 


contrast, the social welfare legislation now 
the statute books almost entirely noncontro- 
versial. became promptly enactment and 
despite the acute preceding row. This not our 
experience alone. Lloyd George’s National Insur- 
ance proposals 1911, the precursor our own 
social security legislation, provoked one the most 
strenuous debates British history. Some have 
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gone far suggest that this was the only 
period modern British history when the violence 
political emotions was sufficient threaten 
orderly constitutional process. (Tax increases, in- 
duding the death duties, and also parliamentary 
reform were bitter issues the time.) But soon- 
had these measures. become law than the con- 
troversy ceased. What was forecast Britain’s 
final ruin quickly became the platform all 
parties. The same experience was repeated, much 
less arduously, 1946 with the enactment 
the Beveridge proposals, particularly the National 
Health Service Act. the latter case the doctors 
themselves soon came accept and approve what 
had been described fate worse than slavery. 
The Canadian family allowance system, the 
same years, famous Canadians the Baby 
Bonus, passed with remarkable speed from the 
status shocking innovation (subsidized pro- 
creation) the standing infinitely respect- 
able and universally beloved institution. 


With us, the years preceding the passage the 
Social Security Act 1935 were marked not alone 
bitter resistance the old age and survivors 
insurance, the unemployment compensation, and 
the public assistance and health and welfare serv- 
ices provided the legislation, but the most 
dismal prophecies their consequences. 
Thus, prior passage, the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee considering the legislation heard that 
“nothing could more certain increase un- 
employment”; that would impose “staggering 
additional burden” business firms, that many 
businesses would not survive the burden social 
security taxes; that the legislation “raises the ques- 
tions the utmost gravity both the raising 
and safeguarding terrifically huge sums 
money”; that “when you take away from mankind 
the impulse save for his (sic) own old age, you 
have destroyed one the fundamental elements 
human character”; that “legislation which from its 
very nature tends increase dependency and 
indigency decreases individual energy and effici- 
ency individuals attempting take care 


themselves”; and that when you “enter upon 


broad policy whereby the individual relieved 
the responsibility for his unemployment, for his 
old age, for the care his children, you are en- 
tering upon pathway which has destroyed other 
nations. The downfall Rome. (Hearings 
before the Committee Finance, United States 
Senate, 74th Congress 


There were reasons for expecting the American 


social security legislation peculiarly con- 
troversial. The legislation though not es- 
pecially generous was fairly comprehensive. the 
years preceding had lagged behind other in- 
dustrial communities the provision social 
insurance, and brought ourselves date, 
were, with jerk. Some provisions the law 
were frankly experimental, and the constitutionality 
other features was doubt. Yet, long before the 
close the thirties, the legislation had ceased 
attacked unemployment compensation, pensions 
for the aged, public assistance for other depen- 
dent groups. Conservative fears and objections 
were directed not toward what existed but toward 
how social security might extended. with our 
neighbors, had proved impossible sustain 
debate the wisdom welfare measures once 
these were the statute books. 


examination the reason why controversy 
over social welfare legislation collapses once has 
been enacted throws useful light the tactics 
economic argument this area. Obviously the 
case against any piece welfare legislation must 
based hypothetical consequences “assum- 
ing this legislation passed this what you may 
expect.” For purposes political suasion bad 
hypothetical argument usually satisfactory 
good one, and may superior. The bad argu- 
ment more susceptible disproof than the 
good one, and can, course, great deal 
more dramatic. impressive compilation the 
grievous disasters which are expected follow 
from the passage the legislation will always 
attract more attention than something more mod- 
erate that makes sense. 

Under these circumstances, there strong 
temptation allow the imagination full rein 
devising exaggerating the consequences legis- 
lation, and this has, indeed, become the standard 
tactic opposing welfare measures. Thus, unem- 
ployment insurance was opposed the hypothesis 
that the payments would preferred wage in- 
come. result, malingering would become way 
life. With only the eccentric work, national 
income and output would fall, and everyone would 
descend into relaxed but dismal poverty. Old age 
and survivors insurance was similarly attacked 
the hypothesis that would lead total profligacy 
during working years, reduction national 
savings, demands for ever higher benefits, and, 
the end, national bankruptcy. Other welfare legisla- 
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tion has been held portend equally catastrophic 
prospects. will recalled that even restrictions 
the labor children were once thought 
portend the collapse the Republic. 

The unfortunate feature this particular debat- 
ing tactic that courageous foolhardy public 
may, nonetheless, take the action which held 
damaging. Since the consequences were synthe- 
sized for the purpose the argument, they not 
occur. The position the opposition the matter 
forthwith discredited. usual result, the or- 
ganization further opposition becomes impos- 
sible. The debate comes end. 


follows that any individual organization 
which using the imaginative hypothetical con- 
sequence technique argument should 
particularly careful see that the legislation which 
opposed never enacted into law. There 
important current lesson here for medical doctors. 
For some time, the American Medical Association 
has been picturing the hypothetical consequences 
adopting system national health insurance. 
These are grim. Physicians would become puppets 
political hierarchy. There would prompt 
and gross deterioration the standards medical 
care. There would little further progress the 
art. Medical services would monopolized 
hypochondriacs. People, distinct from politicians, 
would quickly come excoriate the system, but 
would helplessly caught its toils. Soon there 
would sharp increase death rates. Those 
left living would unhealthy, unhappy, though 
(now) wise. long the American Medical 
Association able stand off such health insur- 
ance schemes, these dismal consequences remain 
hypothetical and, hence, unrefuted. Should the 
country one day enact health insurance scheme, 
there least chance that medical catastrophe 
would not ensue. The reputation the AMA 
prophet would sadly impaired. 


The fact that controversy over enacted measures 
subsides quickly does not preclude good deal 
debate over measures which have not been 
adopted but which have been made moot the 
pioneering experience other countries the 
eloquent skill the rare political figure who able 
identify public need and formulate solution. 
For these reasons shall continue debate 
increased public aid health, education, and 
improved housing, and possibly (through family 
allowances) the costs child rearing. 

The debate over health insurance, one may 


assume, will exceptionally sharp. Sickness, 
singular degree, renders the individual incapable 
looking after himself. remains, perhaps, the 
most serious the uncertainties with which the 
average citizen must contend. the same time, 
the opposition health insurance stands 
different footing from that most welfare meas- 
ures. The others unemployment insurance, pub- 
old age and survivors insurance, 
workmen’s compensation, aid dependent child- 
ren and the blind were not viewed deeply 
damaging the interests welfare any pat- 
ticular group. They were resisted grounds 
general policy, the belief that they could not 
afforded, that they were deleterious the moral 
fiber the recipients, that they reduced the will 
disposition people work they should, 
some similar grounds. this argument, those 
with specific interest in, say, old age pensions 
unemployment compensation were pitted against 
those who had only their view the general wel- 
fare (and perhaps some increase their own taxes 
and bookkeeping) their motivation resistance. 
frequently happens, those with specific and 
identifiable interest prevailed. 


The argument over health insurance very dif- 
ferent. Any state-sponsored system 
medical care encounters the implacable opposition 
the organized medical practitioners. This based 
sharp (although disputed) identification 
self-interest and long-standing conviction that the 
present organization medical care will best 
advance the medical art. 


Here, then, those who seek the benefits 
welfare measure face well-organized and de- 
termined opposition. far this argument, 
moreover, would appear that the medical pro- 
fession has had its own way. Few campaigns have 
been conducted with more superficial indications 
total success than that the doctors recent 
years against universal health insurance. one 
indication the extent their victory that the 
office-seeker’s standard disavowal “socialized 
medicine” (the displacement the term insurance 
the term socialism was itself workmanlike 
achievement the technique argument) now 
only slightly less fulsome than his disavowal 
communism. 


argument over. While the supporters na- 
tional health insurance scheme would seem have 
met decisive defeat, the problem financing 
medical care for the ordinary family has remained. 
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This need can any time serve culture new 
argument. addition, there evidence that social 
innovation, having been checked one medical 
front, going ahead all the more rapidly others. 
This one would expect. The difficulty 
suppressing resisting technical innovation, 
matter how unsettling uncomfortable, has long 
been recognized. Even the invention success- 
fully bought and buried, another all but 
certain appear somewhere else. Though the point 
not commonly recognized, the situation with 
social innovation much the same. Voluntary 
prepayment plans for medical and hospital care 
have been developed partial alternative 
more comprehensive insurance. More striking, how- 
ever, the way which the frontal resistance 
health insurance seems have brought organized 
and even wholly socialized medical schemes 
the back door. Private companies have started 
providing medical care for their employees part 
their compensation. More significant still, 
country where many adult males and growing 
number women have seen service the armed 
are the rapidly expanding medical services 
the Veterans Administration. While presumably 
intended for the veteran whose disability con- 
nected with his service, there inevitable elasticity 
relating illness military life. Moreover, care 
may had for non-service-connected disability 
hospital beds are available. Yet veterans’ organiza- 
tions which defend are notably invulnerable 
the charge social radicalism. 


Thus the problem organized medical care 
seems certain continuing subject argu- 
ment. There somewhat similar likelihood 
based similar juxtaposition need well- 
organized lobby argument over slum clear- 
ance and public housing. There are other welfare 
measures, including education with its ancient but 
still viable dispute over segregation church and 
state and non-segregation Negroes and whites, 
which promise provide some continuing fuel for 
controversy. Those who are repelled the peace- 
ful life should not totally discouraged. 


Nevertheless, the argument over the Welfare 
State clearly senile decline. noted, the 
argument the abstract over the welfare state 
resumed. have noticed the tendency for argu- 
ment over enacted measures subside immediately 
their becoming law, and the very good reasons 
this should occur. This means that the only 


remaining subjects for dispute are either those like 
medical care, housing, and federal aid education, 
which are already under discussion, new welfare 
measures which are not yet issue the United 
States have not even been invented. This latter 
possibility requires examination. 

basic tenet the conservative faith the 
United States that the ingenuity man 
rather radicals dreaming new social 
services endless. There vast reservoir ideas 
what the government might for the citizen, 
and constantly being replenished new and 
ever more fantastic or, anyhow, costly schemes. 
This concept mountainous flood unenacted 
ideas does much explain conservative resistance 
individual items welfare legislation. Even 
though the measure itself help dependent 
children aid the blind impeccable 
motive and moderate cost, must resisted for 
the reason that only resisting any and all such 
legislation can avoid being engulfed. 

seems certain that this view the matter, 
which has been singularly free from scrutiny, 
wrong. the last fifteen years the United 
States, there have been virtually proposals for 
new social services. Those actively under debate 
housing, health, federal aid education have 
been under debate for many years. 

That the same thing seems true Britain 
may even more significant. The intellectual 
avantgarde British socialism has recently sug- 
gested that “socialists would quite wrong 
think that the essence socialism lies the in- 
definite extension free service point will 
come the liberty the citizen spend 
his income pleases must also regarded.” 
(C. Crosland, “The Transition from Capital- 
ism,” New Fabian Essays) Relatively speaking, 
are still well behind Britain the development 
our welfare services. The fact remains, however, 
that the Democrats the United States, like the 
Labour party Britain, could use some new ideas 
wide potential appeal which they could 
campaign the face stalwart conservative op- 
position. For the moment, least, such idea 
seems around. The reservoir which conserva- 
tives believe alarmingly full may, fact, just 
mud puddle. 


John Kenneth Galbraith’s thoughts the Wel- 
fare State form part his book ECONOMICS 
AND THE ART CONTROVERSY, published 
Rutgers University Press and just issued 
Vintage edition Alfred Knopf. 
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Dr. Jung, your term con- 
cept “persona” How you construe this term? 
It’s practical concept need elucidate rela- 
tions between people. had noticed that 
patients, particularly those public life, had 
certain way presenting themselves. For instance, 
doctor has good bedside manner, behaves 
one expects doctor behave. may even 
identify himself with his behavior and believe 
certain form people believe doctor. 
professor must behave plausible professor. 
the persona partially the result the de- 
mands society; but, the other hand, 
compromise with what one likes one 
likes appear. Take, for instance, parson. 
has his particular manner, but when runs into 
the general expectation society adds some- 
thing his persona. The combination forced 
upon him society such way that his fiction 
himself, his idea about himself, more less 
portrayed. The persona complicated system 
behavior, but not the real personality, spite 
the fact that people will assure you that 
all quite real and honest. Such performance 
the persona quite all right long you know 
you are not identical with the way which you 
appear. 
you are unconscious this fact, you can get 


into very disagreeable conflicts. People can’t help 


noticing that you are quite different home from 
what you appear public. People who are 


not aware this stumble over the end. They 


deny that they are like that, but they are like that. 
home intimate relations the man that 
appears public; question Jekyll and 
Hyde. Occasionally, there such difference that 
can almost speak double personality. The 
more pronounced that is, the more people are 
neurotic. 


People get neurotic because they have two dif- 
ferent ways. They contradict themselves all the 
time, and, inasmuch they are unconscious 
themselves, they don’t know it. They think they 
are all one; everybody sees that they are two. Some 
know them only for one side; others know them 
for only the second side. Then, there are situations 
that clash when people their relations are faced 
with situations that don’t chime. 

Dr. Kurt Lewin, who postulated and discussed 
sort field theory, thinks that the history, the past, 
not important motivation, but that can 
predict behavior knowing all the conditions 
the moment 

always insist that even chronic neurosis has 
its true cause the moment now. The neurosis 
made everyday the wrong attitude the 
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dividual has. That wrong attitude sort fact 
and does need explained historically things 
that have happened the past. But this one- 
sided because all psychological facts are oriented, 
not only course but also certain goal. So, 
the wrong attitude may have originated long ago, 
but exist today there were im- 
mediate causes and purposes keep alive. 
Therefore neurosis can finished suddenly one 
day, despite all causes. Cases compulsion neu- 
rosis which had lasted for many years were sudden- 
cured the beginning the war. They were 
cured because they were entirely new con- 
dition. like shock, you see. They can 
shocked out their habitual attitude, and when 
they are more, the whole thing collapses, 
the whole system that was built for years. 


therapy you treat the patient the 
moment, irrespective causes and such things. 
had patient, professor philosophy, who 
imagined had cancer. showed several 
dozen x-ray plates that proved there was cancer. 
said, “Of course, have cancer, but neverthe- 
less afraid could have one. know there 
none, but might have one.” You see? Such case 
could stop from one minute the next. It’s like 
possession, demon inside him, that makes him 
think like that spite the fact that 
want think like that. such case can begin 


with observation the unconscious through the 
analysis dreams. come immediately the 
question: What your unconscious that makes 
you wrong, that hinders your thinking normally? 

The patient had dream that gave new surface 
the whole problem; and another dream, an- 
other answer. Other dreams yielded additional an- 
swers, and because the unconscious com- 
pensated relation the conscious got full 
picture after while. the patient has the full 
picture and the necessary moral stamina, can 
cured. the end moral question, whether 
man applies what has learned not. 

most cases people would probably less 
neurotic they could admit things; but these things 
are always bit difficult disagreeable in- 
convenient. There always certain amount 
repression, but that not the main thing. The main 
thing that these things are really unconscious. 
you are unconscious about certain things that ought 
conscious, then you are dissociated. You are 
man whose left hand never knows what the right 
doing and counteracts and interferes with the 
right hand. Now, such man hampered all over 
the place. 


Dr. Freud alludes the fact that instincts are 
result philogenetic inheritance, that they are 
carry-over from previous developments 

Nobody knows where instincts come from. They 
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are there you find them. It’s story that was 
played millions years ago. Sexuality was invented 
there; feeding was invented long before even sex. 
wasn't there, so, don’t know how happened. 
know where instinct comes from. 
quite ridiculous, you know, speculate about such 
impossibility. the question only: Where 
those cases where instinct does not function 
come from? That within our reach because 
can study these cases. speculate all about 
the primary things because these things happened 
present. 


Would you like comment the process 
individuation, how the whole person emerges? 

That’s something quite simple. Take acorn, 
put into the ground, grows and becomes 
oak. That man. Man develops from egg, 
develops into the whole man. That the law that 
him. fact that psychical development 
follows the same principle physical develop- 
ment. shows the same kind evolutionary be- 
havior the body shows. The psyche nothing 
different from the living being. the psychical 
aspect the living being. even the psychical 

When did you first begin feel that Freud had, 
perhaps, placed too much stress sex his 
theories? 


the beginning naturally had certain pre- 
judices against his conception, but, after while, 
overcame them through the weight biolog- 
ical training. Later saw that his theory was 
really one-sided, that man governed not only 
the sex instinct, that there are other instincts 
well. biology you see that the nutritional in- 
stinct just important. Although sexuality plays 
role primitive societies, food does much more. 
Food the all-important interest and desire. 
civilized societies the power drive plays much 
greater role than sex. For instance, many big 
businessmen spend their full energy making 
money dictating roles everybody else. 
much more interesting than the affairs women. 

help seeing this because had studied 
Nietzche. knew the work Nietzche very well; 
had been professor Basel University, and 
the air was full talk about Nietzche. So, saw 
entirely different psychology perfectly 
competent psychology built upon the power 
drive. 

You feel that Freud’s theory was sort func- 
tion his own personality? 


Yes. quite natural. There are two ways 
deal with reality. Either you make reality object 
pleasure you are powerful enough already, 
you make reality object your desire grah 


it, possess it. The inferior Dr. Adler, younger, 
weaker, had power complex; wanted 


successful man. Freud was successful man. 
was top, and, so, was interested only pleas- 
ure and the pleasure principle, and Adler was 


interested the power drive. 


Some observers have thought that ideas 
may have been reinforced the fact that the 
Viennese society that time was rather repressed, 
you think this might have been factor? 

Well, certainly true that the end the 
Victorian age there was reaction going over the 
whole world against the sex taboos, so-called. One 
didn’t understand any more why why not. Freud 
belongs that time liberation the mind from 
such taboos. that way, Freud really belonged 
the category the Nietzchean mind. Nietzche 
had liberated Europe from great many prejudices, 
but only concerning the power drive and our 
sions motivations our morality. was 
time critical morality. 

Moreover, sex the main instinct, the dominat- 
ing instinct safe society. When social conditions 
are more less. safe, then sexuality apt pre- 
dominate because people are taken care of. They 
have their positions, they have enough food. When 
there’s question hunting seeking food, 
quite probable that patients you meet all have 
some sexual complex. 

Now, what about your conception the con- 
scious totality? Would you agree, for example, with 
the statement that this something that emerges 
out man’s contact with reality? 

has any ego all, that your question! 
Ah, again, wasn’t there when was invented, 
although you can observe certain extent with 
child. child definitely begins state where 
there ego, but about the fourth year 
before develops sense ego, “I, myself.” First, 
there certain identity with the body which 
the spatial separateness that induces, apparently, 
the concept ego. Then, course, there are 
lots other things. Later on, mental differ- 
ences all sorts. The ego continuously building 
up; never finished product. year passes 
when you not discover new aspect which 
you are more ego than you thought. 

early childhood character already there. 
The child born high complexity, with exist- 
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The more you make people into average num- 
bers, the more you destroy our society. You can 
have the “ideal state” and the “slave state”, but one 
pays very dearly; our whole life goes blazes. 
have seen many cases where people have been 
absolutely lost because they had lost the connection 
with the past. That led onto profound study 
the archetype and got more and more respect- 
ful the archetype. enormous factor, very 
important for our further development and for our 
well-being. 


ing determinants that never waver through the 
whole life and that give the child his character. 
mother recognizes individuality her child and 
you observe carefully, you can see tremendous 
difference even very small children. These 
peculiarities express themselves every way, 
first all childish activities, the way plays, the 
things he’s interested in. 

fundamental part your writing and ideas 
seems encased the term “mandala”. That 
seems sort ultimate realization direc- 
tion. 

just one typical archetypal form. what 
called ultimo exquadra circulae the square 
the circle the circle the square. It’s sym- 
bol that goes back the pre-history man. 
all over the earth and expresses the Diety the 
self. These two terms are very closely related psy- 
chologically, which doesn’t mean that believe that 
God the self the self God. the arche- 
type inner order, and always used that 
sense, either make arrangments the many, 
many aspects the universe, world scheme, 
scheme our psyche. expresses the fact that 
there center and periphery and tries 
embrace the world. the symbol wholeness. 

During treatment when there great disorder 
and chaos man’s mind, then the mandala sym- 
bol can appear dream fantastic imaginary 
drawings. spontaneously appears compen- 
satory archetype, bringing order, showing the pos- 
sibility order, centralness. The symbol means 
which not coincident with the ego, but 
with wholeness. wholeness, the wholeness 
which call the self. not whole ego; 
ego fragment personality. So, the 
mandala not the ego; the whole personality, 
the center the whole personality. Since the 
middle ages, the mandala has been thought 
mere allegorical decorative motif. matter 
fact, highly important and highly autonomous. 
the main archetype. 


You also use the word “self.” Does that have 
different meaning than “ego” “persona”? 

“Self” matter personality. more com- 
plete than the ego because the ego consists only 
what you are conscious of, what you know 
yourself be. never wholly conscious my- 
self. While trying, for instance, elaborate 
argument there are unconscious processes that con- 
tinue. Say writing paper, continue write 
that paper mind without knowing it. You 
can discover these things dreams or, you are 
clever, the immediate observation indivi- 
dual. Then you see the gestures facial ex- 
pression arriere pensee, something behind con- 
sciousness. You finally have the feeling “That man 
has something his sleeve,” and you can ask him, 
“What are you really thinking of?” 

There are individuals who have amazing 
themselves. But even those people 
capable knowing what going their un- 
conscious. They are not conscious the fact that 
while they live conscious life, myth being 
played the unconscious, myth that extends 
over centuries, myth archetypal ideas. like 
continuous stream that comes into daylight the 
great movements. Anyone clever enough see 
what going people’s minds the un- 
conscious mind can predict great transforma- 
tions. was able predict the Nazi rising Ger- 
many through observation German patients. 
They had dreams which the whole thing was 
anticipated, and with considerable detail. was 
certain the year 1919 that something was 
threatening Germany, something very catastro- 
phic. knew only through the observation the 
unconscious. 

The self merely term that designates the 
whole personality. The whole personality man 
indescribable. His conscious can described, his 
unconsciousness cannot. The unconscious always 
unconscious. And, so, don’t know our 
ious personality. have hints, have certain 
ideas, but know really. Nobody can 
say where man ends. That’s the beauty it, you 
know. The man can reach God 
knows where. There are going make discoveries. 


Richard Evans the University Houston 
psychology faculty interviewed Dr. Jung Zurich 
not long ago part project being carried out 
under grant from the Fund for the Advancement 
Education. 
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classification human 
creative acts modes biological organization 
provides means resolving complex questions 
about the nature the symbolic structures sci- 
ence, religion and art. Such cultural category 
would avoid the necessity selecting between 
what are now usually established mutually ex- 
clusive categorical schemata. For example, the 
cognitive, intellectual and logical disciplines have 
been opposed the intuitive, non-cognitive, extra- 
logical disciplines; science has been opposed art. 
Within the framework such dualistic classifica- 
tion art tends become, best, innocuous 
form poesy. If, however, the symbolic structures 
science, religion and art are regarded forms 
human organization, have excuse for mak- 
ing value judgments about the respective merits 
the various disciplines. According this assump- 
tion all forms human endeavor have equal 
status; they all have their genesis common 
ground which the prerational complex human 
creativity. Their differentia may then regarded 
having developed accordance with creative 
insight. For example, within the logico-conceptual 
structure mathematics find classes equa- 


tions. Was not creative advance when some 
mathematician devised the differential equation? 
Did not this new symbolic structure grant greater 
control for the mathematician? The genetic study 
each symbolic structure reveals the progressive 
development conceptual forms which have be- 
come disentangled from their biological matrix. 
that the search for definitive formula must 
necessity reflect the complexity the subject mat- 
ter. The most frequently held views depict art 
“significant form,” “objectified 
ure,” and more recently, with the advent in- 
creased leisure, “escape from boredom.” Art 
also regarded essentially “imaginative,” “real- 
istic,” “distinterested” (art for art’s sake), “com- 
mitted” (mirroring social values). Some would 
point the root term ars and after translating this 
“joining,” “put together” “adjustment,” proceed 
classify art division technology. Through- 
out every inquiry the persistent question remains 
regarding the purported autonomy art its 
functional relation other modes human 
activity. For the most part, the difficulty estab- 
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definitive formula resides the type 
question asked. 

The starting point art, other human dis- 
ciplines, found the nature animal life and 
the basic biological responses sensible objects. 
The ground art the biological matrix with- 
which the human form establishing modes 
adjustment. other words, man, biological 
entity, organizes his energies order maintain 
life, get along, survive simply conquer 
the problem human existence. 

Let assert, then, that art manifestation 
the organization human energies which per- 
mits the organism “get hold” the problem 
human existence. The evolution the symbolic 
structure which peculiar art general rep- 
resents the continued inventiveness man with 
respect the question control. What the artist 
able with his symbols analogous what 
the physicist able with the symbols 
that discipline. must admitted that the phys- 
icist able exercise more control with 
differential equation than was with linear 
equation. Similarly, artist able exercise 
more control with the insight that reflects the 
concept perspective than was the primitive 
designer who merely produced two-dimensional 
outlines. 


The presupposition that the symbols art stand 
for modes control implies that art that 
token language. This view not contradictory 
the utterances philosophers from Plato 
Cassirer. is, however, not question whether 
art language but the nature this language. 
Collingwood writes: “What the artist trying 
ance, and every gesture that each one makes 


comparison the language art with that 
other formulated schemata reveals that lan- 
guage simply question expression. Languages 
seem interpret and represent and not merely 
express. They contain cognitive properties. The 
cognitive element language stands for the 
degree control which implicit designated 
mode organization. 


The term control implies that “understand” 
the world. The symbol the vehicle which stands 
for the outcome any mode organization which 
culminates carries the full connotation 
the phrase, “to understand,” both thought 
and action, for the testability concept resides 
the degree which are prepared act. 


The symbolic organization life which 
declared the essential mark art may 
summarized form communication. The 
peculiarity the communication which art, 
contrast science religion (for these, too, are 
forms the unbiased illumination 
the fundamental possibilities, potentialities and 
unique dimensions which constitute the meaning 
life; the temporal fortunes that singular 
entity, man. 


Matthew Arnold, his Preface Poems 
writes: “The poet, then, has the first place 
select excellent action; and what actions are the 
most excellent? Those certainly, which most power- 
fully appeal the great primary human affections; 
those elementary feelings which subsist most 
permanently the race, and which are independent 
time.” should like translate the phrase, 
“elementary feelings,” into the equivalent phrase, 
“human existence.” And the responsi- 
bility wrestle spiritually, agony and exultation, 
“get at” and communicate all the dimensions 
human existence. Degas has said that “art really 
battle.” The arsenal the artist-warrior the 
structure symbols and the outcome the Arma- 
geddon reflected the greatness the art. 

The greatness art not, therefore, found 
any specific type art historical period. 
There little gained contrasting classical 
with romantic modern periods hope that 
certain epochs are more productive than others 
authenticity. Each art has its own idiom and 
character which the synthesis the aesthetic 
elements (media, style, technique) unified through 
the creative genius the artist. The mark 
authentic art the degree which the total sym- 
bolic structure indicates the dimensions human 
fortunes. 


Languages are man-made artifacts developed 
meet the demands living. They represent gen- 
eral, although there are obvious functional differ- 
ences, advanced stage the organization 
energies which permit order control over 
life. The choice language complex psy- 
chological, cultural and semantic principles. 
reduces the question: What can done with 
language? Ultimately this becomes question 
resolved philosophical analysis. 


The uniqueness the art schema that 
symbol the genuine sense the word dis- 
tinct from the logico-conceptual structures 
mathematics which are regarded signs. The 
specific difference between sign-structure and 
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symbol structure might differentiated gen- 
eral theory language. Let suffice say here, 
contrasting the precise language 
science with the wholly symbolic language art, 
that the former most frequently employed 
sentences the form, “Bodies expand when 
heated,” mathematical sentences the form, 
These are for the most part regarded 
synthetic propositions and, hence, the terms 
used them are descriptive “picture” terms. 
The efficacy the terms signs depends directly 
upon their individual descriptive powers the 
strength the conventional alliance which their 
formulation represents. The essential character 
scientific terms, therefore, their denotative func- 
tion. 


Whereas the sign structure science represents 
the ideal denotation the principle significa- 
tion basically that pointing, the direct cor- 
relation between the word and the thing the art 
symbol signifies only conceptual act may 
said signify all. the words Susanne 
Langer, “symbols are not proxy for their objects, 
but are vehicles for the conception objects.” 
Even the most descriptive language art evokes 
more than instance the index principle. The 
import this view is, feel, fully disclosed the 
lines Herrick: 


Whenas silks Julia goes, 
Then, then (methinks), how sweetly flows 
The liquefaction her clothes. 


The symbols art, therefore, whether they are 
color-design, figures speech, musical tones 
architectural masses, are significant instruments 
which, the thought Goethe, “crystallize(s) 
the highest moments” emotion. They exhibit the 
totality thought, action and feeling which 
have indicated mode organization and 
apprehension reality. They communicate the 
temporal and the eternal, the individual and the 
universal. They evoke what shall now speak 
the principle historicity. 

The meaning historicity illustrated the 
following excerpts from literature. (It would also 
found the products the other arts.) the 
poem Esther, Wilfred Blunt writes: 


who has once been happy for aye 

Out destruction’s reach. His fortune then 
Holds nothing secret; and Eternity 

Which mystery other men, 

Has like woman given him its joy. 

Time his conquest. Life, should fret 
Has paid him tribute. can bear die. 


And these few lines from Zola’s Earth find 
the same content: 


Have the power destroy the earth? 
Whatever happens she’ll belong someone, 


and someone will forced cultivate her 


And Arnold was aware the meaning 


ity Dover Beach: 


Sophocles long ago 
Heard the Aegean, and brought 
Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow 
human misery. 


Man and nature are historical existents. Man 
nature constitutes manifold within which analysis 


distinguishes change, action, contemplation, free. 


dom and limitation. All genuine historical 
requires perspective; must not restrict 


the singular and contingent. The historical matrix 
combines the totality man nature. Little 
pose served art the arbitrary bifurcation 
nature itself) from man for 


For part, the function art best indicated 


realistic, nonphenomenological metaphysical 
view which places man and nature and refuses 
reduce nature constitutive idea the mind 
man. Surely the authentic nature man not 


lost man should say: “The world not idea!” 


Historicity the revelation human fortunes 
space and time, the portrayal the anxieties 
contingent singularity with insight into the mystery 
the temporal and the eternal. For historicity 
true only placed over against the non-historical. 


The “dark ground selfhood” which, for moderns, 


obsession, not absorbed nor 
does lose its authenticity object 
edge being set over against the total perspective 
man and nature. Only within the frame refer- 
ence which the incomprehensible totality 
man’s existence does achieve cognitive relevance. 


application the theory that the genuine 
art symbol the one that evokes the principle 
historicity would, course, eliminate number 
so-called artistic masterpieces from the realm 
art. would, therefore, compelled assign 
the title art Tchaikovsky’s Pathetique, 
The Colossus, the Marshall Field store Chicago, 
cite few diverse instances, and only they 
manifest the mark historicity. Otherwise, spite 
any general assessment their significance 
human products, they would have regarded 
clever forms manipulation. Furthermore, 
the light the suggested theory art would 
conceivable that one might able say: “Here 
the end art.” 


Art does not claim all-inclusive grasp the 
totality being. not substitute for science 
because the linguistic expressions art are not 
explanatory nature; they are not the same 
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level theory science. While point 
departure form linguistic analysis should 
not confused with the method contemporary 
logical positivism. Language now considered 
many philosophers the keystone reality. 
The servant has now become the master; the tool 
has become the end. For part, not find 
folly regard language some sense mirror 
reality and not constitutive principle. 

Art may said more fully implicated the 
quest for reality than science or, for that matter, 
religion. For the symbols art have two signifi- 
cant characteristics, First, they are neutral the 
sense that they never are commensurate with pre- 
conceived knowledge claims. Secondly, since art 
symbols are sensuous and concrete they avoid the 
abstractive tendency which inherent the sym- 
bolic structure science particular. The power 
which the organization mode art resides, there- 
fore, its ability evoke the depths the in- 
human existence through passion and 
intellect without succumbing the didactic at- 
titudes science religion. Art, whether 
phrase from Maritain, “in its perfect singularity 
(as) kind unique cosmos.” 

The art symbol the arena, the locus the 
struggle, the organizational base which rejects the 
evaporation the Idea which the truth grasped 
its historical context. Beckmann writes that 
“seeking for the bridge which leads from the 
visible the invisible.” would suggest that the 
art symbol, such, bridge which beckons, 
but which must also provide barrier, and not, 
therefore, bridge the usual sense the word, 
for there literal passage. The metaphor 
beacon perhaps nearer the truth. For 
cross from the historical the absolute invite 
indeterminacy. always the “limit” com- 
munication which constitutes, portrays and outlines 
the Idea and the same time inhibits the passion 
for communication. The “reality” which conveyed 
the symbol carries one the threshold trans- 
cendence and then turns away. 

The function the art symbol, then, create 
which holds man over against the Idea 
his existence. Within the complex polarity 
the ground the “fear and trembling.” 


This the time tension between dying and 
birth 
The place solitude where three dreams 


cross 
Between blue rocks 


Eliot 
has been suggested that the art symbol per- 


forms the function beacon and barrier. 
obviously not equated with the schematic 
structure science which wisdom lost 
information. How the art symbol accomplish 
its role vehicle historicity? answer would 
require special linguistic theory. One able, 
the absence any theory art symbols gen- 
eral, simply indicate the nature the cluster 
problems that are relevant this question. The 
language poetry exception, for regarded 
language within natural language and has 
been subject more intensive scrutiny than any 
the other symbolic structures art. Kenneth Burke, 
for example, has made valuable contribution 
his distinction between the “poetic ideal” and the 
“semantic ideal.” The basic question is: How does 
language tell about reality? reply that lan- 
guage mirror reality immediately be- 
come immersed ambiguity, for the analogy itself 
clouded. The difficulty especially complex when 
one questions what the structure language has 
common with the structure reality when the 
symbol art, say the lines and color patches 
painting, are considered. The problem further 
complicated when suggested that the art sym- 
bol restricted evocation rather than descrip- 
tion. This implies that the art symbol extra- 
logical and visional, and that sense would escape 
the formalism syntactic analysis. this case, 
the scientific linguistic analyst competent? 

way summary, let propose the follow- 
ing: Languages are artifacts which represent the 
degree organization basic organic energies 
structured for the control living. The special 
problem for the aesthetician the search for 
“criterion recognition” which would specify the 
nature the art symbol. have suggested that 
the principle historicity the peculiar mark 
the art symbol. Linguistic analysis invaluable 
sketching the limits and the role the symbol. But 
the final arbitration lies the genius the artist 
himself, whose wisdom the nature his 
preserves the symbol from becoming either the 
barrenness formalization the empty husk 
mere understanding. must trust the artist 
preserve his symbols from being utilized mere 
assertions and emphasize the fact that they cancel 
themselves out they function vehicles 
objectivity. What authentically art the symbol 
which presents the bases out which live. 


Frank Doan received his Ph.D. from the 
University Toronto and member the 
philosophy faculty the University Houston. 
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one considers retro- 
spect the life-history man, Schopenhauer said, 
one struck uniformity patterns, similar- 
ity life-events which cannot accounted for 


were underlying his life. Further evidence fur- 
nished prophetic dreams and premonitions, 
series “chance events” showing definite mean- 
ing, often warning; there something that 
wiser than our conscious thoughts. The hidden 
plan may manifest itself the lasting influence 
dreams forgotten after waking. Our destiny, 
Schopenhauer proclaimed, issues from the same 
source our dreams: everyone the secret 
stage manager, actor and spectator his dreams, 
everyone too shapes unconsciously the events which 
seemingly come him from outside. 


Hermann Keyserling was the first make clear- 
cut distinction between the philosophical and the 
psychological problems destiny. the philo- 
sophical probably insoluble problem belong 
the mysteries the tie between man’s personality 
and the purely fortuitous events that befall him, 
and the inner connection between series pure- 
fortuitous events. The object the psychological 
problem the fact that numerous events which 
believe fortuitous originate ourselves: 


because project our personality our vision 
the world and our life-choices, because fail 
recognize our limitations and must suffer the 
consequences, because our attitudes and acts deter- 
mine responses others which not realize 


reflections our own attitudes and acts. All 
this, according Keyserling, self-made destiny 
which wise man should able modify and 


control. 


Let illustrate Keyserling’s distinction 
historical instance. Few men have collected mis- 


fortunes their lives did the French astronomer 
Gentil. There was the famous story his jour- 


ney India, where was sent the Academie 
des Sciences observe the transit Venus 
tween the sun and the earth, phenomenon due 


take place the years 1761 and 1769, and then 
more for whole century. When Gentil 
arrived Pondichery 1761, the town had just 
been occupied the English; the ship could not 
put him ashore and Gentil, stormy sea, 


could not make his observation. Since the trip was 
long and dangerous, decided wait India 
for the next occurrence 1769. With the help 


the English governor, established observa- 
tory. When the long expected day came, after 
eight years, the weather was fine, but just the 


moment the transit was due, the sun was veiled 
little cloud which disappeared soon the 
phenomenon was over. need not dwell upon 
Gentil’s other misfortunes, the loss his pre- 
cious collections, the unjust treatment received 
from his family and colleagues, the ruinous law- 
suits became involved in. Today might 
suspect that some his sufferings were uncon- 
sciously brought forth “moral masochism”. 
This the psychological aspect the problem. 
But does not explain why historical events—the 
taking Pondichery the English—and cosmic 
events—the little cloud June 1769—added 
themselves the roster Gentil’s other mis- 
fortunes. That the philosophical aspect the 
problem. 

Five approaches have been used the scientific 
study destiny: characterology, psychoanalysis, 
genetics, Szondi’s “Analysis Destiny,” and social 
psychology. 

The first, characterology, science mainly cul- 
tivated Germany, consists the definition, 
description and classification various types 
personality. based the assumption that, 
within the frame the total personality, there 
innate, permanent, psychological fea- 
tures which cannot modified environmental 


HENRI 
KLLENBERGER 


THE 
PSYCHOLOGY 
DESTINY 


factors. Character conditions not only the actions 
and habits individual but also, large 
extent, his vision the world and the mode his 
interpersonal relationships. These researches are 
already difficult their own right, but they have 
also been combined with the more complex study 
heredity and individual destiny. number 
German scientists (Heinrich Lottig, Christian 
Eckle, Gerhard have attempted discover 
how the destiny individual tied nucleus 
unchangeable inborn characteristics. 

These studies leave little doubt that individual 
destiny firmly anchored the biological heredi- 
tary constitution. They furnish however information 
some the stuff out which the 
destiny will shaped rather than the dynamic 
factors destiny-formation. remains isolate 
these dynamic factors and see how they com- 
bine themselves with the constitutional factors. 

The starting-point the psychological investiga- 
tion destiny was Freud’s epoch-making discovery 
that every human adult hides the depths his 
unconscious mind the repressed personality his 
childhood. This can seen cases dual per- 
sonality, where the second personality manifests 
itself indirectly through the disturbances deter- 
mines the behavior the normal personality. 
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Thus every man, conscious life deeply in- 
fluenced the hidden but ever-present action 
the childhood personality, because 
terrible secrets: the little boy’s incestuous wishes 
toward his mother and death wishes toward his 
father. This underground world sometimes emerges 
dreams and neurotic symptoms; participates 
our daily acts well the major decisions 
our lives. 

How does our forgotten childhood influence our 
destiny? Freud discovered the extraordinary phe- 
nomenon repetition compulsion, the reenactment 
forgotten events. (This furnished, incidentally, 
explanation that uniformity and continuity 
the life-pattern which had struck Schopenhauer. 
individual will find himself over and over again 
similar life-situations because unconsciously 
tends re-experience his early relationships his 
father, mother and other childhood figures. Thus 
the adult’s love choice influenced the image 
the parent the opposite sex. The intensity and 
quality relationships the father and mother 
will set the pattern for the main interpersonal rela- 
tionship. 

Freud went further and discovered second 
subpersonality: the superego. The superego the 
unconscious voice and incarnation all authority 
figures our childhood and youth; personifies 
the sum all commands, prohibitions, punish- 
ments and advice people whom respected. 
the inner judge who sets rules, watches, speaks 
sentences and punishes with deadly seriousness. 
The discovery the superego gave Freud clues 
the manifestations neurotic guilt feelings, self- 
betrayal, self-punishment. Among other forms 
self-punishment Freud described “being wrecked 
success”; Reik, Allendy, and Laforgue extended 
the psychoanalytic investigation failure, describ- 
ing its various aspects and unconscious motiva- 
tions. Neurotic individuals unconsciously punish 
themselves through the failures which they indi- 
rectly provoke. Sometimes, out other unconscious 
motivations, they reach success neurotic way. 
Self-punishment also accounts for many accidents, 
illnesses and seemingly fortuitous sufferings. 


Psychoanalytic concepts have made possible for 
the first time the understanding some extremely 
paradoxical cases which puzzled all observers. Two 
examples drawn from own work with alcoholics 
Switzerland are apropos. 

woman, daughter alcoholic, married 
alcoholic who inflicted intolerable sufferings upon 
her. After about ten years, she and 


swore that she would never marry again. She 
her meals anti-alcoholic restaurant 
she met nice man who seemed the very opposite 
her brutal former husband. After several months 
acquaintance, she yielded his request 


marriage and soon afterward discovered with 


horror that was alcoholic, fact that had 
carefully concealed. 

the second case, the daughter alcoholic 
Swiss village swore herself that she would 


never marry man who drank; she had seen too 


much her mother’s sufferings. She became 


gaged handsome youngster, who unfortunately 
drank little too much times. She gave him 


ultimatum stop drinking, saying that she would 


break the engagement did not. refused and 


the engagement was broken. Later the young man 


stopped drinking, joined temperance league, 
married another girl and enjoyed normal, happy 
union. The first girl married another man who did 
not drink the time but began drinking few 
months after the wedding and rapidly became the 
worst alcoholic the village. She had five children 


him. She had the typical mentality the al- 


coholic’s wife; soon social workers attempted 
any measures for the protection herself her 
children, they met with her resolute, obstinate 


resistance. 


Such deeply tragic cases have something the 
fatality old Greek drama, wherein the efforts 
the hero escape his fate result even further 


enslavement it. But they have been great 


extent clarified psychoanalytic investigations, 


These two women were daughters alcoholics, 
and therefore their love-choices were unconsciously 
directed the image alcoholic father. Fur- 
thermore, the alcoholic and his wife are bound 


neurotic relationship: the wife frigid, full 
guilt feelings and from time time feels the need 
provoking the brutal behavior her husband; 
when brutalizes her, she 
responsive, her guilt feelings disappear and she 
feels temporarily free from her inner tensions. 
fact, such women unconsciously need have 
alcoholic husband, and this unconscious need 
guides their love-choice, spite the fact that 
the level conscious life they are opposed it. 

Reik Austria, Allendy France laid basis 
fortunate that one continued their work. Why 
are certain men happy and others unhappy, 
tain men successful and others unsuccessful? What 
brings people choose certain occupations? What 
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leads them their choices friendship and love, 
the vicissitudes their marital Why 
some people collect accidents, misfortunes, bad 
and die Why they become 
neurotic, mentally sick, sexual deviants, criminals? 
Why other men become political leaders, revolu- 
tionaries, dictators, traitors? all these points 
and many others, enormous amount data lies 
scattered throughout psychoanalytic literature, wait- 
ing for someone synthesize over-all 
psychoanalytic theory destiny the style 
and Allendy’s first attempts. 


From time immemorial, heredity has been con- 
sidered most powerful instrument fate. curse 
was said lie certain families, the Atrides 
Greek mythology, and transmitted from 
generation generation. has always been known 
that certain families there was accumulation 
musical mathematical talent, others 
accumulation mental disease, psychopathy 
crime. But scientific study these problems 
began only the end the 19th century, especial- 
after the discovery the laws Mendel, and 
later the genes, i.e. the somatic substratum 
specific hereditary characteristics. Modern genetics 
uses the old method pedigrees concurrently with 
the more reliable statistical-mathematical method 
and the twins method. 


What did these methods uncover regard 
the problem destiny? There are two difficulties. 
(1) Genetics gives utterly reliable findings re- 
gard man’s biological features. know that the 
blood group, the color the eyes and forth 
depend entirely hereditary factors, genes. 
regard many other biological features, abnor- 
malities, diseases, genetics able calculate 
accurately the extent which they are conditioned 
heredity and environment. But consider 
the accumulation specific mental traits, mental 
diseases one family, one may wonder what 
extent the cause imitation the parents, family 
tradition and education, rather 
must distinguished from 
actual, genetic heredity. (2) Genetic research has 
been carried mostly Germany, Scandinavia, 
i.e., countries which have for many 
generations had stable, sedentary populations, well- 
kept records and easily available data about ances- 
tors. The same researches are extremely difficult 
countries with recently settled, ever-moving 
and scattered population. Strangely enough, belief 
disbelief heredity often seems depend 
the demographic status the scientist’s country. 


Germany, there has been overemphasis 
the role heredity which times took the aspect 
the cruel fate divinities the ancient Germans. 
the United States,.the role heredity some- 
times bluntly denied and many people believe 
the illimited flexibility human nature. dare- 
say that the truth must lie somewhere between these 
two extremes. 

take this middle path, will appear that 
genetics can make important contribution 
the problem destiny. First, will make possible 
delineation the basic nucleus hereditary, 
constitutional psychological features, the “charac- 
ter” which the raw material destiny (as seen 
Second, will differentiate the extent 
which seemingly accidental events, fortuitous dis- 
eases, originate from heredity not. Thus, 
Huntington’s chorea has proved essentially 
hereditary illness, whereas Mongolian idiocy 
evidence heredity has been found and must 
assumed that the disease proceeds from acci- 
dental lesions during fetal life. regard those 
families with generations drinkers, not 
heredity proper, but pseudo-heredity (education, 
imitation) which has held responsible. The 
same true for those families where there 
alleged familial predisposition suicide. regard 
the main bulk mental-diseases and character 
disorders, combination hereditary and environ- 
mental factors must assumed, and therefore, 
the genetician Luxemburger put it, “Heredity not 
destiny but the risk destiny”. Whether predis- 
position will actualize and bring forth the illness 
depends largely environmental factors. 


One the most striking findings psychiatric 
genetics that heredity and psychogenic factors 
frequently work the same direction and enhance 
each other. This phenomenon could called 
“genetic compliance.” Langfeldt Norway and 
Leonhard Germany asserted that the role 
hereditary predisposition often proves the clearest 
just those cases where the development the 
illness seems the most obviously psychogenetic. 
Manfred Bleuler, exhaustive “heredity analy- 
sis” three patients, reconstructed for each 
them pedigree going back the eight great- 
grandparents and from these down all their 
offspring (213 persons one the cases). 


One the patients involved was afflicted with 
delusions jealousy which increased slowly and 
eventually culminated paranoia. This man had 
lost his mother the age three and had been 
educated woman whom loved very much, 
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whereas she was cold, frigid, rejecting. During his 
wedding-night, was deeply hurt hearing 
trom his wife that she could not have children 
account illness which she had concealed from 
him. most ambitious and diligent man, lost 
his job after incident with his unpleasant boss. 
Being now without resources, had live with 
his wife his mother-in-law’s home, where was 
continually hurt. learned new trade, but 
had hardly started his new work when had 
cease account economic depression. 
Thereupon his wife got sick, had admitted 
the hospital, and the somewhat authoritarian 
attitude the physician precipitated the emergence 
the delusions jealousy. “If ever the develop- 
ment psychosis appears psychologically under- 
standable, that case,” Bleuler wrote. How- 
ever, heredity analysis revealed that his mother’s 
side one uncle, one great-uncle, and two other 
relatives had been intensely jealous individuals. 
other lines his ascendency were instances 
schizoidism and psychosis, and finally all the 
peculiarities that clinical case could explained 
terms heredity well psychogenesis. 


perhaps not superfluous recall, this 
point, that psychiatric genetics well-defined 
science, working with rigorous methods. Its main 
findings have been obtained with mathematical- 
statistical methods and with comparative research 
identical and non-identical twins. Investigations 
pedigrees are not basic approach; they may 
used, however, illustrate findings obtained 
through more elaborate methods. Under this restric- 
tion, always fascinating explore the family 
tree individual whose personality and psy- 
chological dynamism are already well known: 
each ancestor, each relative, were magnify- 
ing glass illuminating one the facets. 
This can also done for figures the past, when 
genealogical documents are available. Szondi has 
shown how much the work Dostoyevsky can 
illuminated the study his pedigree, which 
one finds murderers and saints, some them ex- 
traordinary figures similar his heroes. 
instance such studies, consider the pedigree 
celebrated woman writer, George Sand, born 
Aurore Dupin (1804-1876). 

the age 26, Aurore left her husband, went 
Paris and became the first woman writer living 
from her pen, while adopting masculine pseu- 
donym and wearing men’s clothes (something quite 
unusual that Among her many love affairs 
the most famous were with the poet Musset and 


the composer Chopin. She was prophet 
ism, the rights women, free love and 
all kinds generous but often chimerical 
Her character was bundle 
energetic and lazy turns, clever but astonishingly 
unrealistic, sincere and mendacious, kind 
but selfish, sexually loose but prudish. When 
grew older, the ardent socialist retired her manor 
Nohant, live aristocratic lady. How 
one explain such strange destiny? 

Her birth and education had been most 
Her mother, robust and beautiful but uneducated 


and vulgar woman low social status, had been 


the mistress several officers. One them, 


Maurice Dupin, became infatuated with her 


that married her, the consternation his 
family, one month before the birth 


Thereupon had join Napoleon’s army and 
participate the disastrous campaign 


His wife followed him with the baby market- 


carriage; after the French defeat they crossed the 
snowy Pyrenees, where Maurice Dupin lost his life 


accident. Young Aurore was educated her 
grandmother, sensible but cold and conventional 
lady the world, the family manor Nohant. 
But she mixed with peasants’ children and thus 
acquired intimate knowledge the peasants 
life (which, later, she was the first describe 
accurately French literature). early marriage 


soon proved failure, and thereupon she left for 


Paris and her literary career. 


Like her mother, George Sand was healthy, 
vigorous, energetic and practical woman. She had 
the same sexual laxity, although she certainly was 
more particular her choices. may that she 
also got from her plebian mother her deep and 
lasting interest popular life, her understanding 
the peasants and workers. Her father, Maurice 
Dupin, spoiled child, had hypersensitive, sickly 
nature with gift for art, music and literature. 
him, war was romantic experience which proved 
fatal. From the genetic point view, must have 
transmitted her his refined sensitivity; from the 
psychodynamic point view furnished the 
model for her future love-choices. The father's 
mother, Madame Dupin, the cold, haughty grande 
dame, was apparently the model which the aging 
George resembled more and more. far, how- 
ever, have not found the model for the 
warm, kind nature, her humanitarian and chimer- 
ical interests, her remarkable linguistic talent. 

Grandmother Dupin was the illegitimate daugh- 
ter French opera singer and the illustrious 
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Maurice Saxe, Marshal France, known for 
his extraordinary audacity man war. 
was energetic, good-humored, generous, likeable 
and wrote book against the institution mar- 
riage. Maurice Saxe was one the illegiti- 
mate children Augustus (The Strong), King 
Poland, great patron the arts, full utopian 
ideas which eventually led him his ruin. Mau- 
mother was the Swedish countess Aurora von 
Koenigsmark, extremely beautiful and seductive 
lady, famous for her love affairs with the most 
distinguished men her time. With her literary 
and linguistic talents, she offers model which her 
great-great-granddaughter resembled 
any the persons have mentioned previously. 

From such examples can see how intimately 
genetic and psychological factors can intermin- 
gled and how right Freud was when said that 
psychoanalysis was superstructure whose biolog- 
ical infrastructure remained explored. This 
precisely what “heredity analysis” and 
“Analysis Destiny” are attempting do. 

The merit having inaugurated really sys- 
tematic investigation destiny belongs Lipot 
chologist established Zurich. Szondi well- 
known for his test, based vast body theory 
and research expounded him 1941 his book 
Analysis Destiny. 

book defines destiny the sum total 
vital choices: choices love and friendship, 
occupation, even sickness and modes death. 
Incidentally, existentialist philosophy also teaches 
that man constructs himself through his life choices, 
but existentialists assume man free and ca- 
pable choice. Szondi contends that our life 
choices are unconsciously brought forth in- 
nate drive-pattern, which different for each in- 
dividual and constitutes the formula his “possible 
destinies”. But Szondi means fatalist, 
since speaks “possible destinies” and teaches 
that the ego able make conscious and rational 
choices; however every man moves more less 
the circle his possible destinies. 

How our life choices originate from the in- 
born drive-pattern? Let recall here that geneti- 
cians distinguish between the genotype (or total 
genetic endowment) and the phenotype (the ex- 
manifested genetic characteristics Those 
genes that not manifest themselves externally 
are said “latent”. But latent does not 
mean completely inactive. well-known, 
for instance, that “lethal factors”, when present 


certain amount, bring forth the death the off- 
spring, but small amounts determine increased 
vitality the plant animal. There are other 
evidences the action latent genes. Szondi 
assumes that the relationship between manifest and 
latent genes dynamic interaction, comparable 
the conflict between repressing forces and 
repressed material psychoanalysis. According 
Szondi, this constant striving the latent genes 
toward becoming manifest the source the 
“compulsion repetition” discovered Freud. 
This striving manifests itself also various ways 
which are the basic factors influencing our life- 
space exceedingly complex 
theories; but must define briefly two concepts, 
genotropism and operotropism. 


Genotropism means that individuals are attracted 
each other when there similar structure 
their genotype. this attraction, not the mani- 
fest but the latent genes that are active. Thus, 
does not mean that two manifestly paranoid in- 
dividuals would attracted each other, but 
rather two normal individuals, both having para- 
noid persons their genealogy. This is, course, 
quite independent whether they know that 
parentage not. publication titled Analysis 
Marriages (1937), Szondi showed the basis 
genealogies the role genotropism the mar- 
riage choice. Analysis Destiny extended 
his research and brought more genealogical mater- 
ial. Before Szondi, Stumpfl had already demon- 
strated, the basis extensive statistics, that 
criminals tend choose wife female compan- 
ion whose genealogy contains criminals similar 
type; Stumpfl called this phenomenon the “biolog- 
ical law the partner”. Another German criminol- 
ogist, Ritter, found archives list vagabonds 
and thieves the 18th century; made system- 
atic inquiry about descendants down our time, 
and found that many them, although born 
different provinces, different social strata, having 
different occupations, were attracted each other 
without suspecting that their ancestors had been 
associated thieves. The findings and 
Ritter are particular instances much 
broader concept genotropism. Genotropism mani- 
fests itself attraction between individuals, 
but the actual relationship can over-determined 
many unconscious and conscious factors and 
manifest itself under the aspects friendship, 
any other close association (including certain 
peculiar relationships criminal and victim). 
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Operotropism the natural propensity choose 
occupation fitting into the specific dynamic 
action one’s latent genes. Latent genes confer 
their bearer certain vital superiorities (com- 
parable the increased vitality determined 
small amounts lethal genes) and these specific 
superiorities, consciously not, influence turn 
man’s vocational choice. Szondi described, the 
basis genealogies and statistics, the varieties 
professions correlated with each one the eight 
genetic factors his drive-system. 


writings are full fascinating material 
and provocative ideas. One his disciples, Ulrich 
Moser, published excellent studies the psychol- 
ogy vocational choice and from the 
point view psychoanalysis and Szondi’s 
theories. 


great difficulty this kind research that 
requires the simultaneous and combined use 
two widely differentiated techniques: dynamic 
psychiatry and psychiatric genetics. Each individ- 
ual case study time-consuming. Here is, however, 
relatively simple case, again from own work 
Switzerland. 54-year-old man accused 
the rape 15-year-old girl. Official inquiries 
revealed that the man had been sentenced for 
similar offenses before his marriage. explana- 
tion, said that could not get rid craving 
for young girls after experience had had 
his youth with very young prostitute. The of- 
wife, dignified and pious person, was 
upset the scandal and the fact that she had 
never known her husband’s previous offenses 
and prison term. How could this woman have 
married sexual psychopath? Not without reluc- 
tance, she began speak about herself and con- 
fided painful secret. the age twelve she had 
been raped, but owing some unclear circum- 
stances she was placed institution redemp- 
tion. few years later, the director that institu- 
tion was arrested for having seduced raped her 
and several other girls. Years later, when she met 
her husband and they married, each one carefully 
concealed from the other his own story: did 
not know that she had been raped, she did not 
know was rapist. Wherever one meets such 
strange “coincidences”, one may wonder whether 
unconscious psychodynamic motivations are not 
understructured genetic factors. fact, soon 
genealogical inquiry undertaken, new 
“coincidence” emerges. The mother the rapist 
had been confined from 1898 her death 1939 
mental institution; and the institution 


the father the rapist’s wife had been 
alized from 1899 1935. The two case 
were sent the institution; they both beg 
the label “paranoid schizophrenia” and show 
striking similarity symptoms the two 
This mutual attraction between 
(the rapist and his wife) who had the same 
hereditary factors exactly what Szondi 
genotropism. 

Szondi calls the sum the dynamically actiye 
genetic factors constrained destiny. all that 
pressed upon our ancestors. But Szondi 
trasts elected destiny which what the ego 
chooses and integrates from the genetic 
fronting individual with his constrained destiny 
and helping him reconcile himself with his 
cestors, were. also mentions some other 
elements destiny which have yet been 
fully explored the social elements. 


Schopenhauer had already understood that many 
events, seemingly coming from outside, from our 
fellowmen, come reality from the individual 
himself. How does this happen? Let consider 
briefly two problems: (1) The interpersonal rela- 


individual with his human environment 
whole. 


simultaneously several strata, going from the 
clearest conscious mind the deepest layers 
the genetic unconscious. Let take instance 
the marriage choice the two above-mentioned 
individuals. Their marriage resulted from four- 
fold attraction. the most conscious level, there 
was general similarity nationality, social class, 


language and culture, economic conditions, and 
much the daily experience life. But there was 
also that peculiar attraction, pointed out 
schmer, between persons opposite 
type. The man was active, social, easily elated; 
the woman passive, shut-in, quiet, easily depressed. 
the unconscious psychological level, there was 


complementary neurotic attraction, such may 
observed between sadist and masochist; such 
people sense each other and find each other 
astonishing way among thousands other individ- 


uals. the deepest level, there was the 


istic attraction, stated above. 


The problem the relationships the individ- 
much need clarification. one side, there 
constant process projection into the 
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the outside world, focuses certain aspects, does 
not perceive other aspects through mechanism 
“selective inattention” (Sullivan), and distorts the 
whole the picture. 

the other hand, there not less constant 
reflection upon our acts, words, attitudes, 
which come back the form the responses 
they provoke the environment. 
Blick kommt finster zurueck gloomy glance 
comes gloomy back) the Germans say. Schultz- 
Hencke described the importance this process 
regard Through his inadequate 
attitudes, neurotic establishes abnormal set 
interpersonal relationships his fellow men, 
that wall progressively built, behind which 
eventually imprisoned. “Neurosis, which the 
beginning was only subjective, now anchored, 
objectified, and has become external destiny.” Al- 
fred Adler described the same phenomenon 
more dynamic way. The neurotic, says, 
constantly striving for superiority. But “pressure 
engenders counter-pressure. one can lift him- 
self above society and demonstrate his power over 
his felowmen without arousing the other side 
which will strive prevent his success.” 
The sum and final effect these counterforces will 
bring the neurotic his failure, and this Adler’s 
concept destiny. Ulrich Moser calls this reflective 
process society “sedimentation”; network 
prejudices and antipathies which surround the 
neurotic, and much more the psychopath. One could 
define the psychopath, Moser adds, man who 
builds more rapidly and more strongly than the 
neurotic the network where will sooner later 
caught and paralyzed. 


These considerations contain doubt much 
truth, but things seem actually more complex. 
even psychoanalyst does not always easily 
being mirror which reflects the 
analysand his feelings and attitudes, one can hardly 
expect society faithful mirror. Social en- 
has its focuses, its blind spots and dis- 
tortions, and translates its perception individ- 
ual terms each group’s scale value and 
system social stereotypes. Moser noted that the 
(or network) around 
survives for long time after the neurosis has been 
cured and the person has actually changed his 
attitudes. And, course, society not only 
institution, but has spontaneous 
activity its own, which constitutes one the 
other facets the problem destiny. 


fact, find here phenomenon similar 
the interplay “constrained destiny” and “elective 
destiny” described Szondi. could speak 
“constrained environment” and “elective environ- 
ment”. 

Man born with bundle possible destinies: 
those furnished the genetic endowment, others 
the familial constellation and the atmosphere 
which the child raised; others the limitations 
imposed society. That the original, con- 
strained environment. Then, the child begins 
make choices within his environment: his preferred 
siblings, his friends among his schoolmates. Then 
leaves his family and earlier setting for his new, 
elective environment: chooses his occupation, 
his spouse, his social relationships. Thus doing, 
builds himself network, but life goes on, his 
range possible choices diminishes. certain 
day will notice that his formerly elected environ- 
ment now constrained one, much was 
his childhood. would fine task for geriatrics 
study this process and see how culminates 
the various pictures old age. Let simply men- 
tion the studies Requet France “destiny 
dement patients”; Requet found much higher 
percentage marital and occupational failure 
those individuals who had become senile dement 
progressive paralytics. 

Man never more bound than when believes 
that free. deny the power inborn char- 
acter, heredity, the unconscious, social 
interactions, pretend that one free because 
one wishes so, nothing but infantile belief 
the omnipotence thought. Such man in- 
visibly dominated his childhood memories and 
wishes, his unconscious images, complexes, arche- 
types, his anarchic drives and his punitive super- 
ego, his manifest and latent genes, and his geno- 
tropism. This chaotic mass will organize itself into 
that mysterious counterwill acting against one’s 
conscious intentions and best knowledge and 
that what the Greeks called Ananke 

But with increasing insight into the role innate 
character, unconscious drives, genetic factors, social 


dynamics, our freedom movement grows within 


our area destiny. The circles may become 
little less tight and less narrow, and then but 
only then existential choice acquires meaning, 
and one will able accomplish the beautiful old 
French saying “Choose, and thou shalt win!” 


Henri Ellenberger associated with the Men- 
ninger Foundation and with Rollo May leading 
exponent existential psychoanalysis. 
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DISCUSSION: 


Most American folklore, and some 
American sociology, puts the small town 
the side the angels. America 
miniature, par excellence, that fine 
balance between anarchy, bureaucracy 
and democracy; and has the twin 
virtues being self-sufficient institu- 
tion that can solve the community’s 
problems and, the same time, giving 
every citizen sense usefulness. 
distinction this image, varied group 
films the past few years (some 
analyze small-town conformity, others 
small-town politics) have found the 
small town and its self-sufficiency more 
cause for pity, not reprobation, than 
for loud huzzahs. 

HOT SUMMER NIGHT deals with 
town the Ozarks, Chatsburg, popula- 
tion 1200. The camera does not reveal 
single child. Chatsburg’s citizens are 
either elderly belong post-teen- 
age, juke-box crowd. Somewhere out- 
side the town, former citizen, now 
nationally sought bank robber and killer, 
hides; inside, his part-time girl friend 
waits for him. When reporter, along 
with his new bride, tries find the 
girl friend talk her into contacting 
the criminal for interview, 
beaten and told leave. Everyone 
knows where the woman lives, but 
one, except the sheriff, will tell him. 
And when the reporter’s wife discovers 
that her husband being held for ran- 
som, only suddenly courageous scrub- 
woman, finally touched, will help her. 
The sheriff analyzes all, population 
and behavior: Chatsburg “dying 
and bitter town” that has only bank 
robber proud of; slowly dies 
because longer “part the 
whole land.” 

Another way wording the sheriff’s 
analysis say that Chatsburg’s self- 
sufficiency Chats- 
burg’s citizens can one three 
things with their lives: protect the 
killer, dream someday belonging 
the land again, or, simply, they can 
die. The town offers nothing more 
either tradition practice. The residents 
cannot back Kansas City; one tried 


Three Films, Three Legends 


and the city laughed him back. And 
thus, although the sheriff dreams other- 
wise, when the criminal dies the town 
will die also. Chatsburg’s last tie 
with something beyond itself. While the 
rest the world went someplace else, 
Chatsburg’s self-sufficiency 
where had started. 

HOT SUMMER NIGHT, most 
films small-town life focus the 
psychological and political evils 
group which assumes self-sufficiency, 
group whose number and membership 
remain more less unchanging 
changing world. Chatsburg’s instance, 
the changing world outside destroys the 
town. INVASION THE BODY 
SNATCHERS, another these films, 
the closed system human relation- 
ships engenders life that one habit 
after another. creates conformity 
that, its worst, destroys the ability 
love. two other films, BAD DAY 
BLACK ROCK (the hero states 
effect that until towns like Black Rock 
are eliminated, democracy won’t safe) 
and THE PHENIX CITY STORY, the 
gangsters potential Fascist strongmen 
have taken over. The point here that 
closed system, once all its resources 
are utilized, the resulting status quo 
cannot change until new factor 
added. “Self-sufficient” Black Rock and 
Phenix City are saved only when the 
stranger arrives. the small Kansas 
town PICNIC, the stranger again 
who upsets the equilibrium and reveals 
the hidden, frustrated dreams. 

all these films, PICNIC, although 
probably the least realistic, seems 
closest the image the small town 
American literature—Winesburg and 
Sauk City—to which, once one had left, 
could longer return. But there 
are two general differences between the 
small towns print and those film. 
The main theme the books usually 
the town’s insensitivity uniqueness; 
symbolically the novels present the 
struggle between the artist and society. 
the other hand, the films deal with 
how the towns destroy themselves and 
their own inhabitants through as- 


sumed self-sufficiency; there artist 
representing another way life, only 
mass parasitically eating itself. 

The second difference resides the 
the novels, the small-towners are usually 
unaware their limitations and ignor- 
ance, or, slightly aware, defend them 
the American Way—such unaware- 
ness and/or defense one the ironies 
BABBITT. the films, though, the 
townspeople are generally conscious 
their limitations and 
sometimes conscious that violence 
seems the only relief. The distance be- 
tween these films and the popular image 
the same the distance between 
recent sociological studies small towns 
(Vidich and Bensman’s SMALL TOWN 
MASS SOCIETY, for example) and 
the attitudes Thornton Wilder’s OUR 
TOWN, America patting its own back. 

The most recent small town film, 
Helmut Kautner’s THE RESTLESS 
YEARS, the only one suggest that 
the business values the larger com- 
munity have destroyed the gemeinshaft 
quality small town life. The parents 
manipulate their children’s friendships 
achieve either better economic 
position more prestige; the children, 
fact, the innocent future being des- 
troyed, are rehearsing OUR TOWN for 
the annual high school play. HOT 
SUMMER NIGHT suggests that Chats- 
burg’s troubles might have started when 
its one industry left. But the other 
films indicate that lack industrializa- 
tion only partial cause. world 
increasing urbanization and mass 
communications these towns and their 
now unviable institutions and traditions 
have been outdistanced all ways, 
they were children running the mile 
with men. They haven’t had the train- 
ing; they don’t have the resources. These 
films (and others haven’t mentioned, 
THE WILD ONE, BABY DOLL) 
luminate the effects group’s histor- 
ical stasis and its incorrectly assumed 
self-sufficiency. 

When THE PROUD AND THE PRO- 
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FANE was released about three years 
ago, the advertisements called 
“adult” film: involved case adul- 
tery. During World War married 
marine colonel has affair with Red 
Cross nurse while both are stationed 
New Caledonia. She becomes pregnant, 
but the child dies before born. Un- 
like most “adult” films, however, this 
death not symbolic retribution for 
unpardonable sins. fact, after the 
colonel’s wife dies was back the 
States and alcoholic begin with), 
and the nurse are given, speak, 
second chance. They can begin again. 
This, summary the film, 
all somewhat contrived. But despite the 
plot’s outcome, the film, written and 
directed George Seaton and produced 
William Perlberg, tries present 
and understand the involved relation 
two mature and articulate people 
primarily want from each other only 
support for their own egos. The film 
says something more also, rarely argued 
any American film: that both main 
characters can learn from what they 
have done. They are not damned; they 
become better people after breaking the 
taboos. 

Each learns and changes through 
sudden moment insight. The nurse, 
Deborah Kerr, has come the Pacific 
hoping reach Guadalcanal, where her 
husband, lieutenant also the ma- 
rines, died. She has slightly priggish 
attitude and thinks vulgar when the 
soldiers whistle her. She meets Colo- 
nel Black, William Holden, intelligent, 
arrogant man, idolized his men for 
his fighting brilliance, his confidence 
and his strict justice. sensitive 
one need: winning battles. 

The nurse drawn Black in- 
explicably, she argues, for the 
opposite her dead husband; the hus- 
band was gentle, kind, sensitive and 
the colonel arrogant, brutal, superior. 
They have affair nevertheless, and 
only after she pregnant does she dis- 
cover that Black married. Following 
violent argument, she tries kill 
herself, and Black, intervening, accident- 


throws her against bench, killing 
the unborn baby. The nurse’s passions, 
which she does not understand, have 
driven her beyond the edge the cliff, 
and now she feels that she lost. She 
the woman wronged, and she refuses 
forgive Black. 

This self-image valid both for 
others and herself until, quite fortui- 
tously, marine who served under her 
husband, not realizing she was his wife, 
tells her that the dead man’s wife was 
“blood-sucker” who, mixing meta- 
phors, “squeezed him death.” She 
was woman who cared only for her- 
self, arrogant and insensitive the 
needs her husband apparently 
Black the human needs his men. 
This sudden reversal explains every- 
thing: her priggishness and inexplicable 
attachment Black. She actually the 
bitch queen disguised the wronged 
woman. 

Only subtly developed character can 
treated this way. And indica- 
tive the film’s intelligence that can 
make this transformation the center 
the action. And thus, one the curious 
aspects THE PROUD AND THE 
PROFANE, its “miraculous” and “hap- 
py” ending—the baby dies unborn, 
Black’s wife handily dies, Black hurt 
mortar, suffers from some kind 
aphasia for several months and can 
only say, “Forgive me!”; the nurse, 
course, does, and they now can get 
married—all this can connected rea- 
sonably with the film’s notion human 
nature. People, says, are driven 
passions and attitudes which, even 
they understand, they cannot control 
—until unaccountable, never expected 
semi-traumatic experience (the conver- 
sation with one her husband’s men 
for the nurse; the mortar wound for 
the colonel) shocks them out their 
selfishness and egotism. The shocks 
come kind miracle. Though 
within the film they are realistic enough, 
the film unsatisfactory finally because 
the script assumes too neatly the im- 
plications follow. There fraud- 
ulent quality the way all the loose 


ends are hammered into place. 

Yet the major portion the film 
gains validity and resonance 
means the world creates around 
the main action. The nurse, for example, 
discovers the truth about herself from 
character seen only once. few 
other films, the action THE PROUD 
AND THE PROFANE takes place 
world filled with people who live lives 
apart from the main characters. 
world not only colonel and nurse, 
but also world which boats are 
continually loaded and unloaded, where 
characters seen once have nick-names, 
where nurse don’t know “scroun- 
ges” mop and everyone laughs, where 
southerner, playing Santa Claus, sits 
with little Negro boy his knee. 

Above all, the story happens within 
the world and atmosphere war. Al- 
though there are battles, the scenes 
the wounded leaving the boat and 
silent long shot cemetary when 
the camera never quite manages show 
its limits (the graves spread out neatly 
all directions, endlessly) are terrify- 
ing images that demonstrate the mean- 
ing war. this atmosphere, where 
know that men have died and that 
others are suffering, the story takes 
place. 

That its end the film cannot deal 
with the characters has created, that 
summary can say nothing more 
than the cliche, however true, that one 
must care for something beyond one- 
self and, moreover, God probably the 
should not distract from its solid ac- 
complishments. With restraint and in- 
telligence and the splendid acting 
both Kerr and Holden, describes the 
relations two mature people capable 
loving little more than themselves, 
two people surrounded and perhaps par- 
tially created that wholesale institu- 
tional lack love, war. 

far know, THE LEFT- 
HANDED GUN the first film made 
its producer, author, director— 
Fred Coe, Leslie Stevens and Arthur 
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Penn, respectively. Though contains 
too many unrelated themes and suggests 
too many ideas doesn’t develop, 
nevertheless exciting movie, one 
with style. Like CITIZEN KANE, 
almost every scene develops the story- 
line (answers the question, “What hap- 
pens next?”) while the same time 
attempting recapitulate the film’s 
meaning. Both films are constructed 
exemplify Plato’s conception 
knowledge. Grab hold any point, ask 
the correct questions uncover the 
essential unity, and you get the whole 
film, all knowledge. 


This the story Billy the Kid 
again, the left-handed gun. Not the facts, 
what really happened, for example 
Nicholas Ray’s THE TRUE STORY 
JESSE JAMES tried about James. 
The GUN the story how myth 
the American west develops—Billy 
The Kid—and what the myth means 
wandering) and the community 
which grows; for when child be- 
comes The Kid, his personal vengeance 
becomes heroic, and the gun The Kid 
replaces the law the community. 

The story simple. older man 
befriends Billy, then killed 
ambush crooked sheriff and three 
other men. killed before can 
teach Billy read, and for this reason, 
which represents the relation between 
them, much any other, Billy sets 
himself avenge the death. One 
one, seeks the four murderers 
murder them; kills the public law 
reason private one. southerner 
who follows Billy around and writes 
stories about him for “back east” calls 
The Kid figure glory”. The myth 
grows. Though all who help him are 
either killed turn against him and 
vow hunt him down, will not stop. 
Finally has killed the four men, but 
finds that has killed everything else 
too—he has not single friend, 
cannot read—and offers himself, 
sacrificially, the friend turned sheriff 
who hunts him. 

Two metaphors structure the film and 


give meaning. The first introduced 
when Billy points group gitanos, 
Mexican gypsies, and tells the 
man who has become his friend that 
they are off festival where they 
will build straw man and then burn 
it. Billy doesn’t know why. himself 
attends the festival; occurs after the 
papers have reported Billy burned 
death fire from which escaped 
but which his gunhand had been 
badly burned. Whatever the 
public, alive dead, himself, with- 
out his gunhand, dead. Then, 
the festival, series three events, 
Billy “comes wake again”, and be- 
comes The Kid. The southerner, Mr. 
Moldry, sights him the party, shows 
him the obituaries clipped from the 
papers, and giggles, saying knew you 
weren’t dead”. Then Billy, pushed 
loudmouth lawman, moving through 
the territory help keep amnesty 
(which also grants Billy pardon for his 
first two murders), draws man; 
his burned arm good ever. “They 
put dimes eyes!” cries. But 
now: “I’ve caught fire!” The moments 
during which the straw man the 
festival burning, stopping 
the wife his oldest 
friend. 


murders the third man and, doing 
it, breaks the amnesty. myth 
now, straw man, doomed burned 
those who have built him: Moldry, 
who writes stories about this figure 
glory, then turns Judas betray him— 
“You’re not him,” sobs, “you don’t 
wear gold studs”; Pat Garrett, the 
friend who becomes sheriff catch 
The Kid that will hang; and all 
the rest who pamper Billy, are charmed 
him, then leave him die alone, 
straw man aflame. 

The second metaphor also occurs 
another scene between Billy and the 
older man. The man reading the Bible, 
Corinthians, and offering teach Billy 
read for himself, reads aloud “When 
child For now see through 


glass, darkly”. The same passage read 
again, after the ambush, beside this 
man’s coffin. The film’s dialogue 
permeated with references “the boy” 
and “the child”, and when young 
woman calls Billy man” she laughs, 
indicating how inappropriate the term 
is. There least one brilliant pic- 
torial use the quotation. Billy maps 
the death two men dirty hotel 
window, above the street which 
will kill them They will here 
and draws, one sees Billy and the men 
will shoot the street below, the 
two images superimposed; not only 
Billy but the entire audience looks 
through glass, darkly. Billy speaks 
child. the straw man metaphor 
represents the history Billy’s myth, 
the child image represents the reality 
behind the myth. 

But the film not unified. The two 
themes, myth and child, are con- 
nected only superficially. this the 
truth one kind myth? all 
myths? this their universal nature? 
the nature myths the American 
west alone? The relation between the 
two themes not clear. And these 
themes are always being connected 
the film with the notion private 
vengeance replacing public law. When 
the film begins, the public law cor- 
rupt; but private vengeance brings per- 
sonal tragedy, and the end, law 
supreme again, yet have reason 
trust now any more than did 
when ambushed and killed in- 
nocent man. The result confusion. 

There are brilliant performances 
Paul Newman, Billy, and Hurd Hat- 
field, Moldry. Only John Dehner, 
Pat Garrett, the moment decides 
hunt The Kid down, cannot meet 
the film’s demand. Despite its thematic 
incompleteness and inconsistencies, 
LEFT-HANDED GUN obviously the 
product artists who have worked 
seriously make film that has mean- 
ing. pleasure watch and think 
about. 


HARRIS DIENSTFREY 
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